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Home and Mediterranean 
Fleets at Malta 

H.M.S. Jamaica, wearing the flag of Vice-Admiral J. P. L. 
Reid. Flag Officer Second-in-Command Mediterranean, and 
H.M.S. Glasgow, wearing the flag of Admiral Sir Guy Grantham, 
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, entering Grand Harbour, 
Malta, following combined Fleet exercises in the Mediterranean. 
The ships of both Home and Mediterranean Fleets assembled 
at Malta to enable the Commandcrs-in-Chief and their staffs to 
discuss the latest weapons and ideas and to give ships’ companies 
the opportunity of taking part in social and sporting activities. 
The Fleets were led into the harbour by the Royal Yacht 
Britannia, with His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, the 
First Lord of the Admiralty and the First Sea Lord embarked. 


Drafting 

Forecast 


n For General Service (Ships commis¬ 
sioning at Portsmouth) 
lr - April 13: H.M.S. Wakeful (Captain 
n. (F). 5th Frigate Squadron), H.M.S. 

Scorpion—Both for Mediterranean/ 

" Home Fleet Service. 

° May II: H.M.S. Morecambc Bay 
CS (Home Flect/America and West Indies 
;s Station). 

June: H.M.S. Bigbury Bay (Home 
, Flcct/Amcrica and West Indies 
i' c Station). 

d- June: H.M.S. Loch Fada (Home 
_ Fleet/East Indies/Persian Gulf). 

September: H.M.S. Saintes (Mcdit- 
r. erranean/Homc Fleet). 

({' October 4: H.M.S. Kenya (Home 
(ji Flcet/Amcri ca and West Indies 
jji Station). 

i 

• For Foreign Service 
; i July: H.M.S. Comus (Commission- 
ip ing at Singapore) for the Far East 
<J: Station. 

,j- For Local Foreign Service 

t During the summer: H.M.S. Wood- 
i bridge Haven and Minesweepers— | 
!{ Commissioning in U.K. for service at, 
Malta. 
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d.. «■/ * p twLIL'.TimJL,. obp bn A.F.Os. marked with an asterisk have | tions which appear to have some value 
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been published for display on ships’ to the Armed Forces. During the war 
company notice boards. such ideas and suggestions received 

R „ ma(i „ n varied from proposals for major opera- 

Fonnation of Sixth Submarine tIons minor ruses j e guerre, and 

T-tr-hinn/~kT>¥ A r . „ squadron from entirely new weapons of war to 

rGI lilt I 111 \ I i A.F.O.381/55 announced the for- improvements in the smallest details 

mation of the 6th Submarine Squadron of existing material. All are welcomed 
A REVIEW of the responsibilities for provide submarines for A/S train- and will be carefully examined by 

weapons in use in the Naval Service mg for the Royal Canadian Navy. The experts. 

has been made in the light of changing Squadron will consist of three sub- Originators of suggestions should 
circumstances and past experience, marines and will be based at Halifax, constantly bear in mind the necessity 
This has led to the adoption of the Nova Scotia. for caution in discussing their ideas 

following policy. Stores Petty Officer Advancement outside service circles. The more 

The Guonery Branch of the Royal a.F.O. 384/55 announced that ap- ? ri 8>nal and valuable the idea the more 

Navy, who have for some years been proval had been given for the quali- ,m P° rtant 11 15 ,hat 11 should not be- 

dcaling with guided weapons as well as fication of six months sea-going service comc known to a P° tentlal enemy, 
with naval gunnery, have now taken before being put on the roster for Recommendations for Accelerated 
over airborne gunnery mall its forms. Stores Petty Officer to be placed in Advancement 

including rockets a n d bombs. I hey abeyance and that in future the re- A.F.O.647/55 gave the revised rules 
have also been charged with responsi- quirement will be six months’ service f or making recommendations for 

he 'develoneH 1 withiiwheir^imhere may in one of H.M. Ships, not necessarily accelerated advancement. These arc 
be developed within their sphere. sea-going, after the age of 17*. thal thc number of recommendations 

I he Torpedo Anti-Submarine Naval Central Fund for accelerated advancement is not to 

A.F.O.393/55 announced that the ^ ««•! »um- 


bc developed within their sphere. 

The Torpedo Anti-Submarine 
Branch of thc Navy have similarly be- 


whTch r funS b unckr r wa a teV WeaP °" S Naval'Central Fund has now been bers reported on ffie front and back of 
which function under water. formally constituted and registered as form s - 507 w,lh ,he followin g excep- 

As a result of these re-adjustments a Nava , chari ty. Its object will be to t'°ns:— 
in responsibilities, thc Air Armament ass j sl> by grants or loans, existing in- (a) Ratings borne for duty with a 

School has been moved from Royal stitutions or new projects of a charit- Flag Officer or forming part of 

uiiV c ii . Mcrryn, to a b| e character for the welfare of thc his retinue may be rccom- 

H.M.S. |bxccllcnt, the Gunnery School members and former members of the mended at his discretion. 

svlHhi?x C fnr ihi-* R ° yal Navy and their dependants. It (b) Candidates for Branch Rank on 
syllabus for thc training of specialist will be a condition for grants or loans course are to be excluded and 

the'fiahf of'thr'new A - r °™ th * Fund that ,he cost of lhe ob ’ reported separately, thc number 

mri nf‘ihl il*^ > ecl ' n v,ew cannot be met from public recommended for accelerated 

part of the course is now spent at a f unds or f rom other non-public or advancement being at thc 

Royal Naval Air Station and includes !ocal We |f are Funds . The Fund wi n Captain’s discretion. B 

(lying experience during weapon cxer- not consider applications for help from / c \ Certain trainine shins and train- 

ciscs as part of thc training. individnits y erlain training snips ana train- 

inaiviauais. , ng establishments are allowed a 

varying increase in percentages. 


Similarly thc course for specialist 
Torpedo Anti-Submarine officers has 
been modified and includes (lying ex- 


individuals. 

Inventions and Suggestions 

•A.F.O.468/55 stated that the 


been modified and includes flying ex- *A.F0.468/55 stated that the In exceptional cases where an un- 
pcricncc during a course in air Admiralty welcomed any ingenious usually large proportion of men arc 
weapons at a Naval Air Station. and . thoughtful suggestions relating to worthy of accelerated advancement thc 
_ | „ . „ equipment or fighting practices of thc Commandcr-in-Chief can authorize an 

weapon ix,4rience 8 a certain X R ° yal Na vy, and ‘.ft hope that all increase in the quota by up to 5 per 

Fteet A^rTpiloU^and ob^ officcrs and mc " w "> forward “»«• 

will specialize in gunnery and torpedo 

ttr-Kr MODIFICATION OF NAVAL PAY SYSTEM 

It IS therefore fitting that thc main 

in a !h^ C n. f |nnI^ S H l ranrh U,d ** dcvotcd The recent changes in the system of mcncement of that period. He will 
to thc Gunnery Branch. N aval Pay Accounting have these then be able to examine his account 

objectives in view:— at regular intervals and raise any 

(a) Thc saving of time and labour queries with his pay office if in any 

and to even thc flow of work in doubt as to the entries on his ledger 

pay offices sheet. It is well to point out at this 

(b) The issue of personal copies of ‘ ,aKC ,' hat ' his '^ cr sheet is the same 
statements of account to Dcr- onc . ,hat has bccn °P cratcd - for the 

"i£h P*" 4 * 1 ,n question, by thc pay office 

arcounfiL LtiSi tn d encoumBc s,a(T - ll should be stressed here that 
?hem ?rtak^sn in rrrrt ^nd lhe * forms ar ' official documents to 
undcrstand^*hc?r "pay^accounts b *j“* by a ". personnel for six months 
and To enable Series to be and not muula,ed ° r al,cred “ any 
settled speedily; also to assist y- 

pay entitlement if an individual From April 1, 1955, thc ledger 
becomes separated from his pay periods will no longer be complete 
account. (The issue of these calendar quarters but accounting 
ledger sheets for thc quarter periods of an exact number of weeks 
ending December 31. 1954. was each ending on a pay day. c.g., two 
an example of this.) periods of twelve weeks and two of 

(c) A uniform system of fortnightly four,ccn wecks in , “ cb year. At thc 

payments to ratings and R.M. commencement of each period a rat- 
other ranks throughout thc scr- l ngs ,. pay " ll , 1 bc completely calculated 
vice-monthly and mid-monthly f° r „ he whok period and after all h.s 
payments abroad will be discon- ‘? ,al all <> lm ents. income tax, etc., for 
tinued. , ‘ lc w ”°* c Period have heen deducted 

/ 1 \ c ™ e e , • «,» . *hc balance arrived at will bc divided 

(d) SErfW? °| f f °,H nig y ralC hy 'he number of pay days in thc 
calculation and settlement pay- pc riod , j. c .. six or scvcn as thc caic 
ments by working to periods of mav bc . This wiu havc thc c(rect of 

° f K WCC r S ’ l,e “ ensuring a more uniform fortnightly 
l.and 14 weeks, each ending on ralc and e ij m j na ting. with thc cxccp- 
a pay day instead of calendar tion of an odd tcn shi || ings or so , 
quarters as at present. quarterly settlements. 

(c) To speed up thc transfer of pay 

accounts when personnel are *' irs * Payment 


anti-submarine, and carry out thc long 
specialist courses referred to above. 

It is therefore fitting that thc main 
feature of this issue should bc devoted 
to thc Gunnery Branch. 

NAVY IN 

PARLIAMENT 

Questions in the 
House 

Pav Codes 

ON 9TH MARCH in reply to a ques¬ 
tion asking whether thc First Lord pro¬ 
posed to revise thc existing Pay Codes 
in thc Royal Navy, thc Parliamentary 
Secretary said that thc existing Naval 
Pay Code was introduced on 1st April. 
1954. and no revision is contemplated 
at present. 

II.M.S. Maidstone—Helicopter 
Assistance 

In reply to a question thc First LorJ 
said that on the occasion of H.M.S. 
Montclarc getting into difficulties on 
lhe 5th February, two Dragonfly and 
onc Whirlwind helicopters went to her 
assistance and were able to help in 
passing lines between the ship and two 
of the tugs who were standing by. and 
also in transferring a medical officer. 

Discharge by Purchase 

In reply to a question asking to what 
extent applicants for discharge by pur¬ 
chase havc to provide evidence that 
they havc an offer of employment on 


Mcssae/e from 

THE FIRST SEA LORD 
ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET SIR RHODERICK 
McGRIGOR, G.C.R., D.S.O. 

IN APRIL I shall be relieved as First break out. That is our historic role, 
Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff by and thc development of aircraft, of 
Admiral Thc Earl Mountbattcn of guided missiles, and of modern 
Burma. This will bring to an end weapons and equipment is, in so many 
nearly fifty years’ service in the Royal m . ‘°„ c ?, r !1 ry , 0 , U u t 0Ur dl i , u y ’ 

Navy, which I joined in January. 1906, M ^" d - ye n l A 1 *® “"Portant thing in the 
as a Naval Cadet at thc ace of 12 • avy ,s not only ,0 ensurc continual 
Since then I havc'servedal^ovcr the ^ i,s aircraft ’ 

worIH in cvrrv I v n e nf shin from and I,s equipment, but also to ensure 
Battleship to Destroyer, and fron/Air- ' bal bayc ' b ? ° fl ? cc , r h s and m , c h n who 
craft Carrier to Submarine. ^ and ‘ a ! n thcsc <° the best 

.... , , . , advantage. We need, as in thc past, a 

It is strange now to look back at long service Navy, in which officers 
those days at the beginning of my and mcn arc wil f in( , t0 ma|cc thcjr 
career, when aircraft were unknown, careers. That means that conditions of 
the submarine still in its infancy, fire ^icc and standards of living in ships 
control completely lacking, wireless and establishments must also move 
just making its first appearance, and wilh , hc times always sub : ccl , 0 , he 
the reciprocating engine and coal-fired overriding need tq use thc money 
boiler in normal use. Ships were then madc available to the Navy to thc best 
so much smaller and simpler, ships advantage, and not to sacrifice unduly 
companies one-third of their present fighting efficiency on which onc day 
size, and technical ratings almost non- our country may depend for its very 
existent. Commissions normally lasted existence and we ourselves for our very 
three years, and much of the food and fives. 

conditions were as in the sailing ship That continual improvement has 
era - been our aim at the Admiralty and just 

Since then there have been great to quote onc example, I hope that such 
changes, changes in ships, in propul- measures as the General Service Com- 
sion. in weapons and equipment, in liv- mission, which is now getting into its 
ing conditions, and in thc knowledge stride, will, with no sacrifice in effi- 
needed among thc officers and men cicncy. help to make thc Service more 
who man our ships. More great attractive and reduce thc hardships 
changes clearly lie ahead, but what has caused by separation from one’s 
not changed is the task of thc Navy, family. 

that is as in thc past; in war. to ensure It will indeed bc a sad day for me 
the safe arrival of those supplies on when I havc to leave thc Service to 
which our country depends for its very which I have devoted my life, and 1 
existence and without which our cherish the memory of many happy 
armies could not fight and our air Commissions. 

forces could not fly; in peace, the 1 wish all of you. and your families 
world wide task of helping those in in the Portsmouth Port Division, every 
distress, of nipping trouble in thc bud, happiness and success in the future, 
or of dealing wilh trouble if it does God bless you all. 


MOTOMMi NOTES .. . 


accounts when personnel are | 
drafted. 

New System 


The first payment of thc new system 
will be madc on April 22. 1955. thc 
April 8 payment will bc madc under 


they havc an offer of employment on Briefly this is how these changes will the old method to give pay office staffs 
release and whether any specific wage affect thc pay of ratings, without going thc opportunity to complete thc huge 
is demanded. The Civil Lord stated into thc detailed instructions concern- task of setting thc new method in 
that there was no general rule that a ing thc operation of thc new system, motion. It is quite j)ossib!c that for 
specific offer o f employment i s re- which arc thc responsibilities of thc some ships and establishments the pay 
quired. but that in cases where a man pay office staffs and would only tend day of April 22 will bc a quarterly 
applied for discharge on thc ground to confuse thc uninitiated. settlement, probably thc last onc ol 

that he could obtain more highly-paid The issue of forms S.50 (ledger any appreciable amount many of us 
employment, he was naturally required sheets) similar to that of December wall havc and therefore thc new fort- 
to produce evidence of thc employ- 31. 1954. will now be a regular oc- nightly rate due on that date will bc 
ment available and thc wage offered, currcncc at the end of each ledger augmented by any settlement due from 
He added that not less than 87 per period. Each rating will thus have a the old system. After this fortnightly 
cent, of those who applied for dis- detailed record of his own pay account payments will vary very little, except 
charge from March to December last for thc ledger period or from thc date for any changes which may occur in a 
were granted discharge. of joining his ship, if after thc com- rating’s pay, c.g., advancement, altcra- 

- tion of allotments, disrating, reduc- 

- tion of income tax due. etc. These will 

. . -be adjusted as they occur even to the 

r\t Vmir SPYVICP extent of thc deduction or refund of 

m yuui Fite . . . income tax. where applicable, and will 

m be reflected in thc following fortnight's 

f ” "V payment. 

I ¥ T pT'T A The ledger sheet which is issued to 

% 1J JIV JL JLk9 J personnel is also used as a transfer list 

^R.SONS. 1 ?®/ when a discharge to another ship is 

^— x ^ involved. The sheet is simply detached 

' ' from thc loose leaf binding and sent to 

REMOVALS ami WAREHOUSING ZZK'SU ! 1 -^iStrSHTT 

p a f'L'i r/r p oi//p c kit surcs that as far as possible personnel 

r/lCAV/vo tUK znirMiLHi arc not separated f rom their pay 

13 Clarendon Road, Southsea 

ment. i.e., monthly, will remain the 


ON THE day of writing these notes 
it was officially announced by thc 
B.B.C. that Winter had officially ended 
and that Spring was officially with us. 
“And about time too’’ I can hear 
people say as we still shudder in a 
cold easterly wind. 

On Servicing 

A much more important date for 
motorists, however, is March 25, 
when many cars and motor-cycles 
which have been laid up for the 
winter will be brought out, taxed, and 
put on thc road again. I wonder how 
many of them will get a decent check- 
over beforehand. For those of you who 
haven't given it a thought, may I stress 
how important it is to give your 
machine a thorough servicing before 
using it again, and to continue that 
servicing regularly. As I told a friend 
only the other day. if you can't do it 
yourself, then ten bob spent on a regu¬ 
lar servicing at your parage will save 
you pounds in depreciation later. It is 
undoubtedly money well invested, par¬ 
ticularly’ if you stick to thc one garage 
and make it literally responsible for 
thc smooth running of your machine. 

Is it Worth It 

This exhortation to pay some atten¬ 
tion to your car or motor-cycle is 
prompted by some work my own firm 
had to do recently to a car which had 
been laid up. As a gesture thc car had 
been put into thc servicing bay for a 
free general grease all round, thc 
owner having spent a considerable sum 
of money on thc engine. I do not ex¬ 
aggerate when I say that on applyjng 
the pressure greaser to thc steering 
joints dry red rust was blown out of 
all of them. In addition thc rear axle 
had no oil in it at all. and thc gear box 
was half empty. Thc owner admitted 
that all he had ever done was to pul 
petrol in thc lank and had ignored 
everything else—he is now a much 
wiser but poorer man. 

Continued from previous column 
same and the accounting periods will 
continue to bc calendar quarters. But 
the method of arriving at thc monthly 
rate payable will bc similar to that 
used for ratings’ fortnightly jwyments. 
Forms S.50 (ledger sheets) will there¬ 
fore be issued to officers at slightly 
varying times to those of ratings. 

The new jray system will probably 
havc teething troubles, but once run¬ 
ning smoothly will operate to the 
benefit of all concerned, and it is 
hoped enable all personnel to have a 
clearer understanding of thc workings 
of their pay accounts—o n e of thc 
objectives of thc change. 


May I, therefore, as a lover of all 
pood machinery, urge all Naval motor¬ 
ists to do something about this main¬ 
tenance problem now. It will save you 
pounds in thc long run, as well as 
unnecessary breakdowns. 

Spring Cleaning 

Incidentally, don't forget to give thc 
petrol pump, carburettor, sparking 
plugs and contact breaker points a 
spring clean. It will give you much 
easier starting and general running. 
Equally as important is to check and 
adjust thc brakes. It may bc embarrass¬ 
ing to lack engine power when climb¬ 
ing a hill or whilst passing thc other 
fellow, but much more so if you can’t 
stop when descending, or if something 
gets in your way. 

Car Deliveries 

There has been little change in thc 
car delivery position in recent months, 
although waiting lists have once more 
started to grow. Many people arc of 
course waiting for thc Budget before 
deciding on a new car. For those who 
do seriously intend to buy a new car 
but prefer to sec what is going to hap¬ 
pen to Purchase lax. I suggest you 

{ ■lace your order now. stipulating dc- 
ivery after thc Budget. This will 
secure your place in thc queue, and 
you can confirm your order later with 
thc usual deposit a little nearer delivery 
date. 

As to secondhand cars, thc demand 
has increased in thc last few days 
whilst prices havc also hardened. My 
advice here is to start looking around 
now before the plums havc been 
picked. Incidentally, provided you can 
pay cash and know what you arc 
about, it is worth spending a day at 
the car auctions. These take place at 
Chichester on Tuesdays, Farnborough 
on Wednesdays and at Southampton 
on Saturdays. 

Coming Events 

April 3rd —Hill Climb, Brunton; 

April llth —International Meeting 
Goodwood; 

April 23rd —G e n c r a 1 Practice Day. 
Goodwood; Bordeaux Grand Prix, 
France. 

April 27r/i—B.A.R.C. S.W. Centre 
Club Meeting, Totton; 

April 30th —Millc Miglia, Italy. 

A. E. Marsh. 


ACCOMMODATION? 

SEE PAGE II 
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Married Quarters 


H.M.S. ARK ROYAL 


THE NEWS of the month is the issue will iron out any inequalities between 
by the Admiralty of the rules for occu- those serving in different cstablish- 
pation of married quarters and the in- ments. 

stitution of the central control and wioTtun.-ni 

roster on April 1, 1955. This event has 

been awaited for a long time and it MARRIED QUARTERS 

may well be that some of those on Before going further it is as well to 
establishment and ship rosters may say who is entitled to apply for Ports- 
havc forgotten that the scheme of mouth married quarters. There have 
allocation brought into force rather been very few changes from the old 
over a year ago was a temporary one. rules in this respect and those entitled 
It was only intended to bridge the are officers and men serving in: 
time until a permanent scheme could (a) Establishments at Portsmouth 

be worked out and only adopted to (other than Dryad. Mercury 

avoid delay in providing married or Air Command), all of which 

quarters until a proper set of rules have their own quarters, 

could be evolved. (b) Reserve Fleet at Portsmouth. 

Thus we already have some 500 (c) Ships based locally at Ports- 

officcrs and ratings in hired married mouth, such as the Local Flotilla, 

quarters under the old rules and they 5th Submarine Flotilla. Vernon 

will stay there so long as they continue tenders, etc. 

to serve in the "entitled area" or until (d) Tyne. 

their three years are up. Those on the (<0 Portsmouth ships on general 

existing waiting list will keep their service commission whilst on the 

original date of application which home leg of the commission, 

determines their place on the roster. (0 Ships based elsewhere but which 
Of the rosters more will be said later. give seasonal leave at Ports¬ 

mouth, c.g., 4th and 5th Minc- 

SCHEMK FOR ALLOCATION sweeping Squadrons. 

In working out a scheme for alloca- rhese form the entitled area, 

tion many different ideas have been Anyone in the entitled area may 

tried, usually with points for such a PP‘>' to 8° on thc roster and will re- 
Ihings as length of separation, number ma,n . on die roster until he is given a 
of children and so on. but no combin- Smarter or leaves the entitled area 
ation could be found which was simple lbr “ u 8‘> being drafted away from the 
to understand and generally fair to all. P? rt ° r *° *9 rci 8 n service or through 
So it has been decided that these h,s sh| P living for thc foreign leg of 
married men who have been separated a . ?. en . c , service commission. If 
from their families by foreign service “raffed from one ship in the entitled 
for not less than 15 months shall have arca «? another also in the entitled area 
priority over all others. They will go 1 ,ff. 115 no ncc “ ,0 a PP'Y again, 
on their special roster according to When a man comes to the top of the 
their date of application. Anyone with roster, it will be checked whether he 
priority who is drafted away from the has an c *Pf 1 cta,1 ° n s '* months in his 
port before he has been offered a Present billet. If he has, he will be 
married quarter will be able to claim ° , a married quarter. If he has 

priority for married quarters in his "ot. he will be kept on the roster until 
next billet. Remember, however, that he can get clearance for six months or 
thc first application for priority must “|Ji“ hc „ c ? vc * “} e , e . n,, . , 1 l . ed 1 arca - 
be made within six months of return Officers will be treated simiharly. 
from foreign service leave. . . ___ 

Those who do not qualify for LENGTH OF TENANCY 
priority will go on a separate general Once in a married quarter, a man 
roster arranged by date of application, may remain in it so long as hc serves 
Those already on waiting lists will re- in thc entitled area up to a maximum 
tain their existing application dates of three years. If he goes on thc 
for roster purposes, as mentioned foreign leg of a general service corn- 
above. mission he will be given thc option of 

Both thc priority and thc general retaining the quarter (up to a total 
roster will be divided into three: chief occupation of three years). Similarly, 
petty officers, petty officers and leading “ he goes on a foreign commission hc 
hands and below. Of every 100 may keep the quarter up to thc three 
quarters, 30 will be given to chief petty years maximum but, if hc docs keep it. 
officers. 30 to petty officers, and 40 to *'? will forfeit his right to priority on 
leading hands and below. There are hl *.return home, 
similar arrangements for officers. These The scheme will be modified by the 
subdivisions are based on thcjiumbcrs Admiralty if it docs not work as well 
of married men in each group. a * expected. On the face of it how- 

This scheme has a lot to be said for cve . r - 11 “ftns to have plenty of good 
if. Few could deny that thc man who P° ,n ts and in particular, it is simple, 
has been long separated from his Success will depend on the ability to 
family is thc man who has thc best give those on the priority roster a 
claim to a married quarter. Then again. Muartcr with little delay and at he 
the purpose of a married quarter is to “me time to proven stagnation on the 
enable the man to enjov family life, general roster. It will be difficult at first 
and who better qualified than the man but Wl 1 improve as more quarters 
returning from foreign service whose come along. It is very unwise to pro- 
next draft will be either port service Phesy because there arc so many 
or home sea service’* unknown factors in building but. if all 

This does not mean that those on goes well it Uhoped that we shall have 
thc general roster will not get a married a <° tal of . 1 •«» h,r,n f and permanent 
quarter but they will have to wait quarters in 12 months time and our 
longer. Thc Admiralty has laid down cc 'i' n 8 ° f : 550 in two years time, 
that for cvcrv 10 quarters allocated on At the time of writing the fosters 
thc priority rosier one must be alio- have not been compiled; indeed there 
catcd on ‘ the general roster. Thc a ™ *«•» applications o come in. It is 
Commandcr-in-Chicf has discretion to therefore not possible to make any 
increase this proportion if experience statement, even in the most general of 
proves it desirable. Many factors terms, about positions and chances, 
would have to be taken info consider- One piece of advice is, however, 
ation. but some of the principal ones offered. Anyone who wants a married 
in order of importance seem to be thc quarter should apply quickly. Every 
length of the priority roster, thc num- day’s delay places thc applicant farther 
ber of quarters available, and the down thc roster, so put in your request 
length of the general roster. Thc ccn- through your Divisional Officer with- 
tral roster has the advantage that it out further delay. 


Inter-Command Cross-Country Championships 


start Steward Meadows and L.R.E.M. blow and may have made all thc dif- 
Moorhcad, of Air Command, were up fcrcncc to thc final reckoning which 
in thc lead with P.O. Sharp, and at the gave Air Command the team trophy 
half-way stage Air were in front of with a score of 36 points to Ports- 
Portsmouth by four points, with thc mouth’s 42 points, with Norc 124 and 
other two commands literally nowhere. Plymouth 138. So clear was thc 
Soon after thc start of thc second lap supremacy of thc two leading teams 
Sharp took the lead, but could not that L.E.M. Brennan, thc Portsmouth 
shake Moorhead off though the pair of reserve man. running as an individual, 
them managed to drop Meadows, and finished in front of any runner from 
when the leaders appeared in thc the other two commands. The team to 
finishing straight Sharp and Moorhead represent the Navy was chosen as 
were together, but Moorhead had follows: 

just that little extra speed to win L.R.E.M. Moorhead. Steward 
in the good time of 33 min. 9 sec., with Meadows. P.O. Mercer. A. A. Hum- 
Sharp a few yards behind him and phrics (all Air). P.O. Sharp. M.A.A. 
Meadows in third place. Thc failure Pape. I..S.M. Mcadowcraft, I.icut. 
of A. A. Humphries was a disappoint- Mitchell (all Portsmouth), with L.N.A. 
ment to many, but he was running Ratdiffc (Air). Marine Hope and 
with a chest cold which brought him L.R.E.M. R a g g (Portsmouth) as 
up standing whenever hc coughed and reserves. 

hc wisely contented himself to earning With Humphries fit. thc Navy may 
his place in thc Navy team for next be closer to the Army than for several 
week's intcr-Scrviccs ’ race at Bland- years, though it is on an Army course 
ford. Dorset. From Portsmouth's point over which they will no doubt have 
of view thc absence of L. S. Haskell had some experience; thc R.A.F. must 
with a cartilage trouble was a severe surely win. 


THE INTER-COMMAND Cross- 
Country Championship for 1955 was 
held on March 16 over a six-mile 
course at H.M.S. Ariel, Worthy Down. 
Although there was a fresh breeze, 
conditions underfoot were first class 
and thc arrangements for thc staging 
of the race were very well carried out 
by Lieut. Mitchell, of thc home 
establishment. 

It was anticipated that there would 
be a keen struggle for team honours 
between Portsmouth, the holders, and 
Air Command, who have always been 
well to the fore, last holding the trophy 
in 1953. At the same time it was known 
that P.O. Sharp, thc Portsmouth 
champion, was looking forward to a 
hard race against thc Air Command 
champion, A. A. Humphries, who had 
finished in thc thirties in thc winning 
South London Harriers' team in the 
National Championships. From a fast 


1. —Admiralty Radar Establishment 
Dance at Rock Garden Pavilion, 
Southsca. 

2. —Portsmouth Sailing Club Dance 
at Rock Garden Pavilion. 

Football: Portsmouth v. Manchester 
City. Home. 

4. —Royal Tournament, Phase III 
Bayonets, Royal Naval Barracks, 
Portsmouth. 

5. —H.M.S. Albion Ship’s Company 
Dance. Savoy Ballroom. Southsca. 
Southsca -Old-Time Dance Club. 
Rock Garden Pavilion. 

8.—Football. Portsmouth v. Charlton 
Athletic. Home. 

8- Oct. 2. — Palm Court Concerts, 
every Sunday evening in South 
Parade Pier. 

9- 11.—Navy Days. 

12-14.—Portsmouth and Southsca 
Horticultural Society, Spring Flower 
Show. 

16.—Football. Portsmouth v. Chelsea. 
Home. 

Contest for Mr. and Miss Britain 
Physique Show, Rock Garden 
Pavilion. 

18. —Royal Tournament. Phase III 
Foil. Sabre, Epic, Pitt Street. 

19. —Royal Tournament, Phase III 
Finals of Foil, Sabre and Epic, Pitt 
Street. 

20. —Boxing. I.S.B.A. Championships. 
Aldershot. 

21. —Boxing, I.S.B.A. Championships, 
Aldershot. 

22. —R.N. and R.M. Gunnery Instruc¬ 
tors’ Association Dance at Rock 
Garden Pavilion. 

23. —R.N.A.C., Pitt Street, East v. 
West. 

Amity Old-Time Dance, Rock 
Garden Pavilion. 

27. —Royal Tournament, Wrens Phase 
III Foil. Pitt Street. 

28. —Boxing, A.B.A. Championships. 
Wembley. 

H.M.S. Bigbury Bay Ship's Com¬ 
pany Dance, kimbcll's Ballroom, 
Southsca. 

30.—R.N.A.C.. Pitt Street, v. Ports¬ 
mouth and Gosport and Eastleigh. 
Football. Portsmouth v. Arsenal. 
Home.. 


The start of the Senior Cross-Country Run 
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THE HIGH REPUTATION OF UNIFIT TAILORING LIES IN THE CUT 
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Main* sure of YOU ft copy by 
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ROYAL NAVAL BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 

Please post a copy of each issue of 'Navy News' to: 
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WHY NOT JOIN UNIFIT’S ALLOTMENT SYSTEM AND BE SURE OF 
HAVING A TAILOR WHO CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH THE SMARTEST 
AND MOST UP-TO-DATE CLOTHING AT REASONABLE PRICES 
PLEASE WRITE FOR A FORM AND CATALOGUE 

169 QUEEN ST., PORTSMOUTH I 30 KING ST., DEVONPORT 
61a ST. THOMAS ST., WEYMOUTH | Also INVERGORDON and MALTA 


Address 


I enclose herewith money order I postal orderfeheque value 4/6, being 
a subscription for 12 issues including postage. 








4 


PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


Asrfl. 1955 


W.R.N.S. NOTES ... 


Director, W.R.N.S. 

THE DIRECTOR, W.R.N.S.. Com¬ 
mandant N. M. Robertson. C.B.E., 
visited the Royal Naval Barracks, 
Portsmouth, on March 1, 1955. 

Accompanied by the Senior W.R.N.S. 
Officer, Chief Officer S. H. Broster, 
the Director walked round every office 
in which W.R.N.S. ratings work, and 
later visited the drafting office at 
Commercial Chambers where 
W.R.N.S. personnel arc also employed. 

Following lunch at Anchor Gate 
House with Commodore and Mrs. 
Evans, the Director called on Com¬ 
mander W. W. Muir, Commanding 
Officer, Victoria Barracks, and later 
inspected the Duchess of Kent 
Quarters and the W.R.N.S. Sick Bay. 
She expressed appreciation of all she 
saw. 
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HOW TO ENIOY 
AN EXTRA PENSION 

WHEN YOU RETIRE 

YOUNG men are more concerned 
1 about a successful Service career. 
But retirement will come and an 
adequate income will be needed to 
enjoy it. NOW IS Till-: BEST 
TIME to start providing either an 
extra pension at 65 to supplement 
Service and State l’ensions or, if 
you prefer, a substantial cash sum 
on leaving the Service to help you 
to establish yourself in civilian life. 
The younger you are. the better 
terms you can secure. 

APPLY FOR OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 
FOR SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS 

Advantages include: 

Pensions at 65. Premiums 
cease at 40,45 or 55. Options 
include a lump sum on 
leaving service. Family 
protection, etc. 

Write, stating date of birth, for 
favourable premiums payable by 
Naval Allotment to— 


••■1 t . 


PROVIDENT 

ASSOCIATION 

OF LONDON 

itMiTio itrr 


PROVIDENT HOUSE 
246, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 
Telephone: BIShopsgatc 5786 


Red Cross Fair 

The W.R.N.S. in Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand responded most generously to 
an appeal for their help in providing 
articles for the Services' stall at the 
Red Cross Sale of Work on Thursday, 
March 3. Approximately 300 articles 
were collected from the six W.R.N.S. 
units in the Command. 

The final total proceeds of the sale 
is not yet known, but it is thought 
that the figure will be in the region of 
£1.200 and of this sum £290 was 
raised by sales from the Services’ stall. 

Hail and Farewell 

On March 17, H.M.S. Mercury were 
sorry to say farewell to C.P.O. V. M. 
Harwood, who left for service in 
H.M.S. Drake. In her place they wel¬ 
come C.P.O. Wren G. M. Hoy", who 
arrived March 3 from H.M.S. Daunt¬ 
less to take over the duties in the 
W.R.N.S. Regulating Office. 

Long Serv ice and Good Conduct 
Medal 

P.O. Wren I. I. Jeffery. B.E.M., 
Quarters Assistant, was presented with 
the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal by Capt. J. R. B. Longden, 
O.B.E., at Divisions on Friday. March 
4. She is the first senior rating in 
H.M.S. Mercury to be awarded this 
medal and the third in the Portsmouth 
Command. 


in a church parade there on Sunday, 
March 6, on the occasion of the visit 
of the Lord Bishop of Portsmouth. 

Dances 

On March 10 a very successful dance 
was held in the Duchess of Kent 
Barracks recreation room by the staff 
of Victory 1 and Victory IV Pay 
Offices. It was organised by a com¬ 
mittee headed by Chief Wren Ray, 
while Chief Writer Turner made a 
very energetic and capable M.C. 

H.M.S. Mercury: The W.R.N.S. 
ship's company and trainees in H.M.S. 
Mercury held a dance on February 25 
in their quarters at Soberton Towers. 
Among the many guests, they were 
pleased to welcome Capt. and Mrs. 
Longden and other senior officers. 

The dance committee, C.P.O. Wren I 
M. Gould and members of the Naval 
C. and P.Os.' Mess arc to be con¬ 
gratulated on their well-planned and 
thoughtful organisation which resulted 
in a most enjoyable evening. 

W.R.N.V.R. 

The W.R.N.S. serving in H.M.S. 
Mercury were pleased to welcome j 
once again to their quarters 27 mem¬ 
bers of the Women's Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve who arrived on 
March 13 for their annual training 
which lasted for a period of two : 
weeks. They were from R.N.V.R. Divi¬ 
sions situated throughout this country. | 

Among them was C.P.O. E. Hall, 
telegraphist from the Tyne Division. | 
She joined the W.R.N.S. in July. 1942. , 


HINTS FROM THE IDEAL 
HOME EXHIBITION 


Household 

WE STEERED clear of the amazing 
dish-washer, which, it is claimed, docs 
all your washing-up. once a day. 
(Mother to daughter, in crowd round 
the stand: "We've got one of those at 
home—your Dad!") We did. however, 
find a VACUUM CLEANER in 
action which will suction clean vour 
carpet, and polish or scrub the floor! 
The price was not outside the average 
pocket. This would be a wonderful 
labour-saver. 

SQUEEGEES for cleaning mirrors, 
tiles, windows, etc. These clean, dry 
and polish instantly without rubbing. 

Nylons Fair 

Don't buy your nylons too large or 
too small was one piece of advice we 
noted. Measure your foot from heel to 
toe. and that will be the size required 
in inches. 

Wedding Pavilion 

This gave an opportunity of examin¬ 
ing at close quarters the wedding-gown 
and bridesmaids’ dress created by 
Norman Hartnell. The embroidery, of 


pearls, was exquisite. We were even 
more impressed by the fine needlework 
in the prize-winning exhibits. These 
were pieces of lingerie hand- 
embroidered with unbelievable skill, 
by women in different walks of life. 

Food 

MEAT TENDERISER is sprinkled 
on the meat instead of cooking salt, a 
short time before cooking. A small 
2/6 jar tendcriscs 75 lb. of meat. It 
is claimed that it will transform the 
cheapest, toughest cuts of meat into 
a tender delicacy. 

PREPARED VEGETABLES which 
have had the moisture removed, with¬ 
out losing vitamins and minerals 
have been awarded the seal of the 
Good Housekeeping Institute. After 
soaking they swell up to normal size, 
and arc similar to fresh vegetables 
after boiling or steaming. A packet 
small enough to slip into your pocket 
will give four helpings. 

(Particulars of all these products 
can be obtained from the Editor. 
Woman's Page. Please enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope.) 



Friendly Wives 


The Captain presents P.O. I. I. Jeffrey with the first Long Service Medal to be 
awarded to a W.R.N.S. rating in H.M.S. Mercury 


Music 

Wren S. Jones, who is at present 
serving in Royal Marines Barracks, 
Eastney. has recently played with the 
Royal Marines Orchestra on two occa¬ 
sions. Before she joined the W.R.N.S. 
she played the violin with the Welsh 
Youth Orchestra. 

Collection 

A collection was made by six Wrens 
serving in H.M.S. Collingwood on 
behalf of the Cancer Relief Fund. The 
total amount was £24 Is. 3d., of which 
£11 14s. Id. was taken by Wren D. 
White. 

Church Parade 

The W.R.N.S. unit serving in Royal 
Marines Barracks. Eastney, took part 


GALE & POLDEN LIMITED 

Printers and Publishers to the Services 

NELSON HOUSE, EDINBURGH RD., PORTSMOUTH 

For Quality and Service Telephone: Portsmouth 73271 


AT YOUR SERVICE — 

Printing 

Commissioning Brochures 
Commissioning Certificates 
Order of Service Folders 
Visiting Cards 

Crossing the Line Certificates 
Blue Nose Certificates 

Embossing 
Menu Cards 
Invitation Cards 
Stationery 
Band Programmes 
Wine lists 
Place Cards 
Christmas Cards 

Mess Requirements 

Cash Books 
Order Books 
Receipt Books 
Visitors Books 
Suggestion Books 
Coupon Chit Books, 5/-. 10/-. 
20 /- 

Bridge Scoring Blocks 
Playing Cards 
Stock Menu Cards 


Mess Requirements 

—com. 

Stock Mess Bills 
Caterers' Daily Stock Account 
Books. Plain Headings 
Cash Analysis Books 


Office Requirements 

Dictionaries 
Map Pins 
Rubber Stamps 
Numbering Machines 
Daters 

Chinagraph Pencils 
Ready Reckoners 
Slide Rules 
Cash and Deed Boxes 
Card Index Cabinets, Cards 
and Guides 

Writing Pads and Envelopes. 

all sixes 
Set Squares 
Protractors 
Compasses 
Springbows 
Dividers 

Mathematical Sets 
Printators, etc. 


Books (obtained if not 
in stock) 

Technical Books, all sub ect: 

Nautical Books 

Seamanship Manuals 

Games 

Gardening 

Photography 

Drawing 

Cookery 

Teach Yourself Series 
Bibles 

Prayer Books 
Missals 

Novels (especially concerning 
the sea), etc 

Maps, etc. 

Large range of 4 in. and I In. 

always in stock 
Wall Maps 
Atlases 
Globes 

Map Measurers 

Map Cases and Accessories 

Charts obtained to order 

Greetings Cards 

Boxed and Single, all relations 
for all occasions 


Your kind enquiries and orders will receive our immediate and detailed attention 


and was demobbed in December, 
1945. Chief Wren Hall spent a week 
attending an instructional technique 
course before leaving for H.M .S. 
President where she completed her 
annual training at the Whitehall W/T 
Station. 

P.O. Wren E. M. Kelly, from the 
London Division, also served during 
the war. She w-as a teleprinter operator 
from February. 1942. until May. 1946. 
and took up these duties again when 
she joined the W.R.N.V.R. in Januarv, 
1953. 

P.O. Wren B. M. McCabe, who lives 
in Edinburgh, belongs to the Forth 
Division and is a teleprinter operator. 
She served with the W.R.N.S. from 
July. 1941. until March. 1946. and 
since Januarv. 1953, has been a mem¬ 
ber of the W.R.N.V.R. 

Another member of the W.R.N.V.R. 
with war-time service to her credit is 
Leading Wren G. A. E. Davies, a tele¬ 
printer operator who served from 
October. 1944. until March. 1947, in 
this category. She is now a member of 
the London W.R.N.V.R. Division. 

We wish them every success in their 
training and trust their stay in Mercury 
was a happy one. 


NAVY BABIES 

THE ANNUAL Report of the R.N. 
and R.M. Maternity Home which is 
shortly going to Press, will show that 
226 Navv Babies were bom at Bow- 
lands in 1954. Several of the mothers 
of these babies were themselves bom 
in the Home. Thus is the tradition of 
the Navy Babies perpetuated. 

The front of Bowlands has recently 
been repainted, and a complete over¬ 
haul of the fire precautions has now 
been effected so as to bring the aspect 
of the Home up to date with modern 
practice and local Council require¬ 
ments. 


THE DROP-IN CLUB 

ON FINE afternoons, from 2—4. the 
Drop-in Club meets at the Trafalgar 
Club. Edinburgh Road. 

It is a very friendly and informal 
Club for Ratings' wives, and a hearty 
welcome is given to all. 


NORTH END BRANCH 
THE MEETING on March 1 at 
Fisher Hall. Whale Island, was pre¬ 
sided over by our Chairman. Mrs. 
Rutherford. 

Proceedings opened with the sing¬ 
ing of the last verse of "Eternal 
Father.” which was followed by short 
prayers conducted by the Rev. W. H. 
Keen. R.N. 

We then had a very interesting talk 
on the life and work of a police¬ 
woman. given by Woman Police Ser¬ 
geant Howard, of the Portsmouth Cilv 
Police. 

During tea the result of the ginger¬ 
bread making competition was an- 
nouccd bv Miss liaislcy of the 
Southern Gas Hoard, who had kindly 
come to judge the competition. Out of 
a large number of entries, the follow¬ 
ing were successful: 1st. Mrs. Duke- 
man: 2nd. Mrs. N. Lovelock; 3rd. Mrs. 
M. Olding. 

On March 3. fifteen of our members 
were invited to a Social Afternoon 
given by the Gosport and Fareham 
Branch at the Sloanc Stanley Hall. 
Gosport, and they had a very enjoy¬ 
able afternoon. 

We were very gratified on hearing 
the splendid total made by Lady 
Creasey's Services Stall at the Red 
Cross Sale on March 3—for which a 
number of our members had made 
things. 

Our next meeting, which will be on 
April 5. 2.15 p.m. at Fisher Hall, will 
take the form of a Social Afternoon. 
We shall be delighted to welcome at 
this meeting any Naval Wives who 
think they would like to join our 
Branch. 

SOL'TflSEA BRANCH 
THE SOUTHSEA Branch have had a 
very social month. As well as their 
own meeting, some of the members 
were invited to a social afternoon 
given by the Gosporj and Fareham 
Branch and to the meeting of the 
HALS. Vernon Branch. M a n v also 
attended the Red Cross Annual Fair 
on March 3. for which they had sewn 
or knitted over sixty items to contri¬ 
bute to the Services Stall. 

At their meeting on March 14. the 
Southsca Branch held a Round Table 
Conference and general discussion on 
the affairs of the Branch. The Chair¬ 
man opened the discussion w i t h a 
short talk -on the history of the 
Branch, and after the Secretary and 
Treasurer had read their reports, many 
helpful and constructive suggestions 
were put forward by the members, and 
discussed. 

The summer outings arc now being 
arranged, and there is great demand 
for scats in the buses. On May 18. 
there will be a half-day outing to 
Christchurch, through the New Forest, 
and Mrs. Robertshaw has very kindly 
said she will he at home to the mem¬ 
bers going on this outing and has in¬ 
vited them to tea at her house in 
Beaulieu. 

On June 22. there will be a day 
outing to the Thames Valley. 

Other attractions during the coming 
months are talks by a Beauty Coun¬ 
sellor and b y a n expert on flower 
arrangement, and also an entertain¬ 
ment and musical afternoon by the 


members. Anv wives wishing to join 
will be very welcome to come to any 
of the meetings, which are held on the 
second Monday in each month at 
Foresters’ Hall. Fratton Road, at 2.15 
p.m. 

Because the second Monday in April 
is Easter Monday, the meeting this 
month will be on April 4. when there 
will be a Tea Dance. 

H.M.S. VERNON BRANCH 
A WHIST drive, organized by Mrs. 
F. Cox well, was held in the Wardroom 
Annexe of H.M.S. Vernon at 2.15 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 23. Mrs. 
J Grant presided and the Vice-Chair¬ 
man. Mrs. R. A. Villiers. was also 
present. 

The Rev. W. H. Browne opened the 
meeting with prayers, and. although 
owing to the had weather, there were 
less members present than usual, the 
Whist Drive was all enormous suc¬ 
cess, prizes being won by Mrs. L. N. 
Buck. Mrs. R. S. Warren. Mrs. P. 
Neale and Mrs. C. H. Clarke. 

Mrs. Clarke also most ablv looked 
after the children present, and organ¬ 
ised the serving of the tea. together 
with Mrs. Buck. Mrs. J. Riley and 
Mrs. A. Wait. 

On March 3. Gosport and Fareham 
Branch kindly invited ten members 
to a Social, which was greatly enjoyed 
by all who went. 

The next meeting on April 27 is to 
be a Hairdressing Demonstration. 

There will he no Sewing Meeting 
on April 6 owing to the Leave period 
being in force, hut there will be one 
on April 20 at 2.15 p.m. in the Ward¬ 
room Annexe Guest Room of H.M.S. 
Vernon. 

The Vernon Friendly Wives are to 
combine with Southsel Branch to man 
the Dockyard Creche from 12.30 p.m. 
to 5.30 p.m. on Easter Monday, April 

The first annual outing on June 8 
will be to the Max Factor Factory at 
West Howe, outside Bournemouth, and 
the second on June 22 to Innoxa at 
Islington, when, after going round the 
factory and partaking of tea, a Barrier 
Demonstration will be given, and 
questions invited. 

GOSPORT AND FAREHAM 
BRANCH 

WE HAD rather a .sad beginning to 
our March meeting—the announce¬ 
ment of the deaths of two of our oldest 
members. Mrs. Pudner, who had died 
in February, and Mrs. Howsego, who 
had died on March 2, only the day 
before our meeting. Mrs. Howsego had 
made such a wonderful contribution 
to our Trafalgar Club Fund, having 
collected over ten thousand ship half¬ 
pennies. 

We very much enjoyed entertaining 
members of the three Portsmouth 
branches to a social afternoon. 

Our next meeting is on April 7 at the 
Sloanc Stanley Hall. Crossways, Gos¬ 
port, at 2.30 p.m. We arc being enter¬ 
tained by Dorothy Stevens’ Children's 
Dancing Troupe. New members arc 
always welcome and particulars can be 
had from the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. 
Thomas. 32 Anglesey Road, Alvcr- 
stokc. Telephone: Gosport 8796. 
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DRAMA FESTIVAL 


THE FAMILY 



Wc have all heard the old saying 
"Blood’s thicker than water." It means 
that a man will rely on his own family 
! rather than strangers, and a man's 
; family will rally round to help him 
\ when he's in a spot of trouble. In 
1 spite of all the jokes there arc a great 
i many chaps who have cause to be 
| grateful to their mothers-in-law or 
! "the wife's sister" when "the kiddie 
was so ill. and we just couldn't man- 
j age by ourselves." And many a naval 
i wife has turned to her husband's 
mother during a foreign commission 
and found comfort and support there. 

But these things must not be all on 
one side. Sometimes you hear a man 
complain about a relation. "Of course 
wc can never get out nowadays; the 
wife's got her old aunt at our place 
and she can't be left. I wish the old 
girl would hurry up and chuck her 
, hand in." How many a man who says 
| that sort of thing forgets the kindness 
that old aunt gave him and his new 
young wife when they were first mar¬ 


ried? Or even if they owe nothing to 
her. how many times have other mem¬ 
bers of the family lent a hand. Yes, 
there's no doubt blood is thicker than 
water but that goes both ways. We 
must not only turn to the family but 
expect the family to turn to us and 
gladly lend a helping hand when they 
do. 

And there is another family we be¬ 
long to where the same thing is true, 
although wc often forget it; God's 
family. We Christians were adopted 
by God as members of His Family 
when we were christened. Wc there¬ 
fore ought to be able to turn to each 
other whenever wc need a bit of 
advice or help in just the same way 
as wc turn to our earthly family. 
Only belonging to God's Family asks 
something extra. Our elder Brother 
Jesus Christ did not only help God's 
loyal children. He tried to help any¬ 
one in need. And God wants us to do 
the same thing. 

Donald Keen. 


I I.M.S. Vernon’s team, who won the Commander-in-ChieTs Cup 


THE ANNUAL Royal Naval Drama 
Festival was held at the Victory 
Theatre. Royal Naval Barracks, on 
March 16 and 17. Five teams from the 
Portsmouth Command competed for 
the cup. A sixth team from the Flag¬ 
ship Group of the Reserve Fleet was 
also adjudicated by Mr. Richard 
Baldwyn. the adjudicator appointed by 
the British Drama League. 

The Commander-in-Chief. who pre¬ 
sented the cup to the winning team 
from H.M.S. Vernon, spoke of his 
own enjoyment in taking part in 
amateur theatricals in days gone by, 
and of his appreciation of the hard 
work involved. He also thanked Mr. 
Baldwyn for his excellent adjudica¬ 
tions and remarked that a measure of 
their success might be gauged from 
the murmurs of agreement that ran 
round the large audience as the 
adjudicator spoke. 

Varied Programme 

The programmes of the two even¬ 
ings were widely varied, ranging from 
profound drama to absurd farce. Un¬ 
doubtedly H.M-S. Vernon's choice of 
scenes f r o in Ian Hay and Stephen 
King-Hall’s "Olf the Record" was 
very apt and a deservedly popular win. 
The two extracts were racily intro¬ 
duced by the producer. Instructor Sub- 
Liculcnant Boardman. The Wardroom 
scene on board H.M.S. Marvel con¬ 
vulsed the audience and was notably 
well played by Pat Norwood as 
Lieutenant Lashwood, Victor Guv as 
the Sub. a n d Colin Clark as the 
astonished Wardoom Steward who was 
tipped by his new Commanding 
Officer. The second scene, in a rather 
mauve Admiralty House. Portsmouth, 
showed C.-in-C.. confidently played 
by Barney Kavanaph. and his tall and 
vacuous Flags. Mike Hudson, wrest¬ 
ling with the confusion - resulting from 
the exchange of identities of the M.P.. 
played by Ronald Harris and 
Richard Entden as Lt. Cdr. Fraser. 


file culprits were charmingly aided 
and abetted by Gwen Turney and 
Margaret Lamb as Susan and Jane. 
Our enjoyment of this entertaining 
comedy was heightened by the situ- 
a t i o n of the Commander-in-Chief 
sitting in the front row of the stalls, 
roaring with laughter at the perplexi¬ 
ties of this C.-in-C. (presumably borne 
on the books of H.M.S. Thespis). 

Great Courage 

Other contenders on the second 
night were H.M.S. Victory's "Opera¬ 
tion Coldcure," a broadly coloured 
seaside postcard type of farce. Perhaps 
this lacked some of the polish of "Off 
the Record" but it was played with 
gusto, and Philip Charles was particu¬ 
larly good as Harold, while Wendy 
Elkin's Maggie lionhcartcdly tackled 
an exacting and exhausting role. As 
Alfred. George Lush had an uncom¬ 
fortable time in bed. and the touch 
of the feathers particularly tickled the 
audience's fancy. 

H.M.S. Mercury showed great cour¬ 
age in presenting a stylish production 
of J. B. Priestley's "Dangerous 
Comer." but this is a dangerous play 
for drama festivals. William Reid's 
Stanton was perhaps the best acting 
performance of the entire 'evening. 
Patricia Framer's Freda was also a 
striking performance; it seemed unfor¬ 
tunate. however, that she should have 
worn black when the three men were 
in dinner jackets. David Usher's 
Gordon was a little out of his depth. 
Eventually the play dragged and t h c 
audience, saturated by revelations of 
beastliness by the characters, took 
refuge from their embarrassment i n 
laughter. 

On the previous evening an equally 
difficult play. Sutton Vane's "Outward 
Bound" was bravely tackled by H.MS. 
Excellent. But a ship-load of corpses 
proved slightly too much even for 
Whale Island's technical skill at 
funeral party drill. Good use of 


Have YOU a personal problem? . . . 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


WE HAVE been living in Hired 
Married Quarters, one (I) year next 
month. 

On April 18—my husband will go 
on draft to H.M.S. Camberford c/o 
H.M.S. Osprey. Portland. Seaward 
Patrol Craft. 

Will wc be eligible for H.M.Q.'s at 
Portland? Also, will wc be able to 
claim for removal expenses? 

If this draft docs not qualify us 
for H.M.Q.'s at Portland—will I be 
able to continue to live at this present 
address under the scheme? 

Thanking you for a speedy reply as 
I am so perturbed about this matter. 

In reply to your teller of March 8. 
from the information you have given 
me. I think the position will he as 
follows: — 

(a) You will he eligible to apply for 
a Married Quarter at Portland, 
hut I understand there are few 
for sea-going personnel. 

(b) You should be eligible for re¬ 
moval expenses and disturbance 
allowance for the move to 
Portland. 

(c) You will not be permitted to re¬ 
main in your present quarter. 


MY HUSBAND, who is serving in 
H.M.S. Comus is due home in July 
this year, and has been told he will 
be returning on one of the five flights 
arranged from July 5 to 9. as yet he 
docs not know which one. 

I want to meet him if possible, and 
I wondered if you could tell me if 
there is a Terminus for relatives to 
meet homecoming drafts, and if so. 
where, and would 1 need to apply for 
a permit to do so? 

In reply to your letter of March 3. 
personnel returning by air trooping 
from the Far East normally arrive at 
Stanstead or Blackbushe—the actual 
airport is not generally known until 
the aircraft is on the way. 

They are then taken by coach to 
the London Assembly Centre. Coodge 
Street Deep Shelter. Tottenham Court 
Road. London. JK.l. where they are 
dispersed to leave, etc. 

Relatives may meet personnel at 
this Centre, and no permit is neces¬ 
sary. but knowing the vagaries of air 
travel, f should strongly advise against 
it. as delays and cancellations are 
frequent, and it is difficult to get any 
information about them, so that frus¬ 
tration or disappointment is frequently 


coloured lighting was made in the last 
act and the players were successful in 
avoiding t h c dangerous comers of 
hysteria and embarrassment. Notably 
good performers were Sue Mycrick’s 
Ann and William Mclly's Frank. 

H.MS. Dryad's potted thriller, 'The 
Hollow,” was possibly the least suc¬ 
cessful play of all. There were a num¬ 
ber of reasonable performances, but 
it was almost impossible to identify 
the characters until far too late to care 
who had done it and. even less, for 
what reason. The set. though well 
painted, was cramped and moves were 
untidy and fussy. Mary Gascoigne 
was a gracious Lady Angkatcll and 
Rosemary Jungius's Henrietta had 
style and polish. 

Excellent Comedy 

Possibly the best teamwork of all 
came from H.M5. Cleopatra's "The 
Rehearsal." the Reserve Fleet Flag¬ 
ship's contribution, and ineligible for 
the Portsmouth Command Cup. B y 
contrast with the elaborately con¬ 
structed and painted sets of all the 
other teams, the scenery for this play 
was absurdly simple—one length of 
green bunting pinned across the back 
curtain. There was also a better use of 
front-of-housc lighting in this play 
than in any other. Excellent comedy 
performances came from Peter Badger. 
Richard Beach. Brian Bucket!. Colin 
Austin and George Ticehurst. Michael 
Collar's Shakespeare was convincing 
to look at and his delivery of Hamlet's 
advice to the players as the lights 
faded was a memorable moment. 

The ninth of the annual series of 
R.N. Drama Festivals has gone by and 
Portsmouth Command's entries gave 
ample evidence of ability and enthus¬ 
iasm. Once again the great importance 
of careful choice of play was demon¬ 
strated: extracts must be suitable, 
complete in themselves and. above all. 
they should be everything that is 
meant by the term "good theatre." 


the lot of those who attempt to meet 
air passengers. 


MAY I be of help to the Fleet Re¬ 
servist who was enquiring about an 
R.F.R. blazer badge (Portsmouth 
Navy News. March)? 

I wrote to C. H. Bernard & Sons 
Ltd. at Harwich for an R.F.R. blazer 
badge and received, after nine weeks, 
a gold wire badge of the R.N. with the 
letters R.F.R. underneath. The cost 
was 30/6d. 

I may add that the time of waiting 
was not due to bad service, but to the 
fact that there arc not many requests 
for this badge. 

Thank you very much for your 
letter of March 8 about the R.F.R. 
badge. 

This will he of interest to many, and 
will be published in the next issue of 
'Portsmouth Navy News. 


NAVY NEWS 

Place a Regular 
Order with your 
Newsagent 


A ny Suggest ions ? 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


AS A regular reader of Navy News 
1 would like to ask if it would be 
possible to increase the range of Com¬ 
petitions in your paper. 

At the moment the Crossword com¬ 
petition is the only one available. I 
am one of the many who aren't keen 
on Crosswords, and would like to have 


the opportunity to try some other 
form of competition, with or without 
prizes. 

If I criticize I suppose it is ex¬ 
pected that I should offer something 
constructive—but could you first find 
out what others think? 

ABLE SEAMAN. 


Navy News QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Name five famous books written 
in prison. 

2. What is usually the oldest building 
in a village, and why? 

3. If a monkey is playing with the 
letters of the word "EVEN." what 
arc the chances of its arranging 
them in the proper order at the first 
attempt? 

Answers ( 


How far can a man whose eyes arc 
5 feet above ground level see on a 
flat plain? How high must he be 
to sec 30 miles? 

What is the origin of the nick¬ 
names “Tars" and “Limeys"? 
Who were the first men to reach 
(a) The North Pole, and (b) The 
South Pole? When did they do it? 
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THE GUNNE 



In fact, wc are in a stage of transi¬ 
tion. We still have guns in service 
which demand good drill, teamwork 
and often brawn as well from their 
crews: wc also have guns which arc 
entirely power-operated but which rely 
on men to work the machines. Coming 
into service wc have guns which arc 
completely automatic and in which the 
shell is ''untouched by hand" from the 
time it is loaded into the hoist in the 
magazine. 


Fonw< 

CAPTAIN W. F. H. C R! 

Captain H.M 
OUR 

TN August, 1954, the Admiralty stated h a F 
-* responsible, henceforward, for the followng: 

All naval weapons, guided or atomic, lainchcc 
land, in the air, or above the surface of tfe sea- 
bombs or missiles employed by naval aircrat abo’ 
This is a big milestone for us. comparabk perh 
to the breech-loading rifled gun and propc fire 
In what is popularly termed the "jet age"; lot ol 

. OIR B 

Merc mention of Whale Island or the Gunnc 
up for many who haven't been there a picurc o 
Like most things in life there is an elentnt ot 
The Gunnery Schools have always set a high 
tradition. 

They would be the first to disclaim any ixclus 
is one standard for the Gunnery Schools ant anot 
In such matters there is only one standard fo 
the same time the officers and men of the Ginner 
It is the duty of the more experienced of us to 
those public occasions upon which the Mavy i 
before the public. 

In order to do it efficiently and to enable thost 
wc must learn the tricks of the trade and do jur st 
Wc all go through the hoop at the outset of o 
downward, and enjoy on ceremonial occasions 
knowledge and training. If wc look at others wl 
the Royal Marines and the Brigade of Gujrds— 
to replace the success achieved by those we till at r 
The parade is, however, only part of out job- 
even the G.I. himself, while qualifying, spends c 
If you turn to the rest of this article you will i 
you will have to guess to some extent the shape 
jet propulsion and atomic power. 

As a branch we have always kept our identity 
The Gunnery Officer is qualified to coniman 
in a ship. With the exception of the Ordnance 
tradesman, all officers and men of the gunnery 
of a professional seaman appropriate to their rani 
Following this principle, the Ordnance Engin 
specialising in Gunnery Equipment. 

OUR R1 

Although we see to it that we keep busy and 
spend all our time at work or in study. 

The Island has extensive grounds, gardens 
rugger ground, a hockey ground, tennis court: 
gymnasium and cinema. Wc have our own Ch 
Branch, wherein lie our Roll of Honour and I 
wars. A full sports programme runs throughout 
dances, etc., in the canteen, Fisher Hall and t 
footbridge puls us in contact with all the facilities 
In spite of heavy boots pounding the gravel 
things of life to have won the Command Drama F 


H.M.S. Vanguard tiring 15-inch broadside 


r/An . , , v ... . . , itiudi. ii me ami' is lulling *iiiu imu.ii* 

FOR MANY centuries, and unul the jng . a || owance u for this on the 
development of the Torpedo in the last umc Iines it j, donc in thc tur . 
century, the gun was the main strike rc| of an army lanlt moving over rough 
weapon of the Fleet, and in action the gr0 und 

whole seaman complement of the ship Before w Q0 aim our guns we musl 
served the guns Since then the ever- know where the enemy is in all condi- 
mcreasing complication of lighting at ,jons of ligh , whelhcr hc is a thi or 
sea has brought in Us tram many other a sma „ fas , aircrafl . s ia , radar 5Cls 
tasks for the seaman in action, but and a5SOciated equipment do this, so 
even todav the majority of the seamen thc gun mounlings and , urrets . 

•n nearly all classes of ship have Gun- wc tove positions which discover thc 
nery Action Stations. Some of these cn and indicatc hj , ition and 
met, will have had specialist training , |lo thcrc arc , he aimi and caicfo,. 
in the Gunnery School but many have jn positions. In all of these there is a 
no Specialist Qualification at all; in good deal of intricate and ingenious 
fact thc Gunnery Branch is thc only gcar 

one which uses, in action, seamen with- * __. 

out a Specialist Qualification and in- who Work » Them 

deed ratings of other branches also. At all these positions we find Gun- 
All seamen when they first join the nery ratings, working equipment of 
Navy, therefore, have a basic training all types—electronic, electrical and 
in Gunnery. mechanical. Each man has an essential 

Before getting on to the details of task to perform, and all are members 
the structure of the Gunnery Branch, it of a well-trained team. Success in a 
is as well to have a look at thc modem battle no longer depends on 
weapons with which Gunnery ratings the skill and endurance of thc guns' 
have to fight. crews alone, but on every man in this 

_ ... team from the time the target is de- 

The Weapons tccted until the last broadside is fired. 

As regards the guns themselves. So much for thc Gunnery ratings' 
these vary from thc 40 mm. Bofors to duties in operating thc larger weapons, 
the 14" and 15" turret guns. Wc find Thc introductory message by thc Cap- 
thc Bofors in all classes of ship from lain of H.MS. Excellent has men- 
the Inshore Minesweeper and Fast tioned the traditional role of the Gun- 
Patrol Boat to the Aircraft Carrier and nery rating in Ceremonial ashore, 
the Battleship, in forms varying from Another important task of the Navy 
a simple hand fed. locally aimed single in peacetime is to provide at short 
barrelled mounting to an automatic- notice well trained bodies of men to 
ally-fed. radar aimed six-barrelled play their part in thc cold war or to 
mounting. At thc other end of the scale provide help in thc event of carth- 
we have the heavy Battleship turrets, quake, fire or disaster ashore. All Gun- 
with 15" of armour round the gun nery ratings arc trained to take part 
houses, weighing as much as a Frigate in any landing organization, as mcm- 
and firing a shell weighing little less bers of a section, leading that section 
than a ton. At present, however, all is thc Platoon Petty Officer. Part 
but one of our Battleships are in of this training is, of course, in firing 
Reserve. on the rifle range and training in thc 

The largest gun in general use in thc use of thc Bren gun, thc Mortar, the 
active fleet is thc triple 6" turret fitted Machine Carbine and t h c Grenade, 
in our cruisers, weighing 120 tons and Proficiency with the rifle, however, is 
firing a 112 lb. shell. Thc most widely not the prerogative of thc Gunnery rat- 
fitted medium calibre guns arc thc 4" ing only; it is part of thc training of 
and 4.5". in Frigates. Destroyers and all seamen, but the Gunnery Branch 
as the secondary armament of was well to thc fore in the very suc- 
Cruiscrs. These, like the Bofors. vary ccssful rifle team in the inter-service 
in complexity, thc 4" being loaded by competition at Bisley last year, which 
hand and thc latest 4.5" being loaded won the coveted Methuen and United 
automatically. Services challenge cups. 


New Titles 


Her Majesty thc Queen has been pleased to approve new titles for 
ratings in the Engineering and Electrical Branches of thc Royal Navy. 
Thc titles arc as follows: 

ENGINEERING MECHANIC BRANCH 
Old Titles New Titles New Short Titles 

Junior Stoker Junior Engineering J.M.(E) 

Mechanic 

Stoker Engineering Mechanic, M.(E)II 

2nd Class 

Stoker Mechanic Engineering Mechanic. M.(E)I 

1st Class 

Leading Stoker Mechanic Leading Engineering LM.(E) 

Mechanic 

Petty Officer Stoker Petty Officer P.O.M.(E) 

Mechanic Engineering Mechanic 

Chief Petty Officer Chief Engineering 

Stoker Mechanic Mechanic Ch.M.(E) 


UNIFORM AND CIVILIAN CLOTHING 
IS PERFECTLY TAILORED ^ 

BY BERNARDS W 


Such clothing is maintained \ 

in a comprehensive range H Wt JWm *3 

of sixes at all Bernard gs \ 

branches so that most { j' £•{ ’ 

customers may immediately |W 1 J 

obtain a perfectly fitting 
suit, but where a special 
measure suit is required, j 

Bernards provide a prompt ; 

delivery. ( .''Vjf i 

The cost ol all orders may t * 
be charged to an allotment t ski 

account where it is not *r. j 

desired to pay cash. | •;? j| 

Apart from uniform and K J 

civilian clothing, there are W 

many other Bernard De- ” 

partments providing for every conceivable 
need of the serviceman and his family. 


flow thc Branch Is Organized 

And now details of thc men them¬ 
selves. Like most branches in the Ser¬ 
vice wc have three classes of rating, 
the first, second and third class, 
roughly corresponding to thc substan¬ 
tive rates of Chief Petty Officer or 
Petty Officer. Leading Seaman and 
Able Seaman. Wc have three main 
branches—Quarters Rating. Layer Rat¬ 
ing and Radar Control Rating; under 
thc crossed guns on their aims they 
have thc distinguishing letters “Q," 
"GL" and "RC." 

Thc Quarters Rating docs his duty 
on the gun itself or in thc gun turret; 
such duties as Captain of thc Gun— 

Brccchworkcr—or operating some im¬ 
portant machine used in loading it. The 
QRI for example would be Captain 
of a 6 " Turret and responsible for the 
efficiency of thc 45 men in thc turret's 
crew. 

The Layer Rating is the expert 
"aimer.” Hc might aim a single Bofors 
gun or a Destroyer's Director; an LR1 
might be thc Layer of a Cruiser's main 
armament Director and be responsible 
for thc firing of a broadside of nine 
6 " guns. 

Thc Radar Control Rating is thc 
Gunnery Radar and Fire Control ex¬ 
pert. Thc sort of jobs hc docs is to 
aim a "Daring's” Director by Radar, 
operate thc equipment for pointing out 
thc target to thc Director, or operate a 
Fire Control Predictor. This latter job 
will be familiar to our older readers 
as that traditionally performed by 
Royal Marine Bandsmen! 

All Gunnery Ratings arc eligible 
for advancement to officer rank in 
common with all the seamen branches. 

Who Keeps the Weapons Working 

All these ratings arc "Users;” that 
is. they operate and fight thc Gunnery 
equipment, but have comparatively 
little hand in its maintenance and in 
getting it to work. Gunnery mainten¬ 
ance will be dealt with more fully 
when wc discuss thc Ordnance Engin- 


Full details of the Bernard Allotment Service, together with 
current catalogues, will gladly be supplied on request at a branch 
or through Head Office. 

Make out your allotment to Bernards, who serve you well 
wherever you are serving. 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 


Naval and Civilian Tailors and Outfitters 

6-8 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

Telephone 4403 

Other Branrha at: CHATHAM. DEVONPORT. Henri Office • 

WEYMOUTH. FALMOUTH. MILFORD HAVEN. * wj/icc. 
NEWCASTLE-under-LYME. DEAL. SKEGNESS. U A D WJt# | £J 

GRIMSBY. WETHERBY. LONDONDERRY. ” 1 * ” 1 V n 

HELENSBURGH. ROTHESAY. ROSYTH. OUN- 
FERMLINE. INVERGORDON. GIBRALTAR. ESSE A 

SLIEMA & VALETTA (MALTA). LOSSIEMOUTH, 

ARBROATH, ABBOTSINCH. ANTHORN. Telephone 880 

EGLINTON, BRAWDY. KETE. HELSTON. 

CORSHAM. WORTHY DOWN & ST. MERRYN Member* of the I.N.T.A. 


A 500 lb. bomb, one of many dropped by H.MA5. Sydney'! aircraft 
Communist targets in North Korea, ' * 


E mancruvred into position for 
:aral Airman (Ordnance) 


buisting on to a Firefly's wing by 
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RY BRANCH 


TO T HIS 


ltd by 

U1HERF0RD, D.S.O., R.N. 

IjS. Excellent 
JOB 

III Order that the Gunnery Branch was to be 

d tom ships or aircraft and designed to strike on 
-let is, guns, guided missiles and aircraft guns, 
witter. 

ilk to the change from muzzle-loaded broadsides 
cptrol equipment at the end of the last century, 
f fcresting work lies before us. 

>1 INCH 

;t Schools at Chatham and Devonport conjures 
>fl terminable hours on the parade ground, 
f th in this and a good deal of exaggeration, 
j kdard of discipline, drill and dress. It is their 

;i'ilight to these qualities or to suggest that there 
hjlor the rest of the Service, 
r to Navy as a whole and that is the highest. At 
y hnch arc the specialists in drill and ceremonial. 
i hin others in these subjects, and especially for 
isietn in company with the other Services and 


e (instruct to show themselves to best advantage 
iiton the parade. 

nipinnery career from the Captain of the Island 
s k confidence and assurance that comes from 
haslandards arc known throughout the world— 
-\*itc that no new methods have yet been found 
prpnt employ. 

—/fact the Gunnery Training Manual shows that 
ailday in 11 at work on parade training, 
sulhc variety of things we turn our hands to and 
; i things to come in our new age of electronics, 

sjprofcssional seafarers first and gunners second, 
ic&ips and to do any scamanlike duty required 
.Sneer, who is a highly specialised and skilled 
btnch arc qualified to perform any of the duties 
k f rating. . 

icfOfliccr qualifies as a Marine Engineer before 

eIreations 

time does not hang on our hands, we do not 


cicncy, for training all officers and men 
in Gunnery Quarters and for training 
the Naval landing party. Under him 
he has the Gunner, a Commissioned 
Officer who may be selected not only 
from men with Gunnery Specialist 
Qualifications, but from any other 
seaman branch of the service. 

The Ordnance Engineering Branch 

And now for the men who arc re¬ 
sponsible for the more highly skilled 
maintenance of the Gunnery Weapons. 

The ordnance artificer is the really 
skilled man and in common with all 
artificers in the Navv he docs a two 
years course in "fitting and turning” 
before he starts his specialization in 
Gunnery and Torpedo and Anti-Sub¬ 
marine equipment—the latter being a 
fairly recent addition to his duties. Ow¬ 
ing to this addition and the increasing 
complexity of equipment, it is con¬ 
sidered that a knowledge of every 
equipment in the service is too much 
for one man. so he specializes in cither 
“control” or “weapons.” the total 
length of his initial training being five 
years, including one year at sea. Ord¬ 
nance Artificers arc entered from two 
sources, the apprentices who enter at 
16 and so do their artificer training 
in H.M.S. Caledonia and their Ord¬ 
nance training in H.MS. Excellent 
and H.M.S. Vernon, and the Direct 
Entry who do their engineering appren¬ 
ticeship ashore before joining the ser¬ 
vice. National Servicemen also serve as 
Ordnance Artificers. In the not so disl- 


This picture shows one of the new rockets taking off. It Is being boosted up to its cruising speed by booster motors 
at the side. After a few seconds these drop off and the missile itself continues ils course driven by a sustainer motor 


well-trained men. Automalicity 
replaces the unskilled man. 

It has been announced in Parliament 
_ . j-, „ .. . . that the Navy is developing Guided 

ant past, the O.As. did all thejnaintem vVeapons for anti-aircraft use and that 

Special Guided Weapon Ships will re¬ 
place our older Cruisers. Guided 
weapons will need the same sort of 


Ik 


a nee work, assisted by A.Bs., Q.O. 
(Qualified in Ordnance), who were 
really only Quarters Ratings acting as 
unskilled assistants. As equipment be¬ 
came more complex however, it be¬ 
came clear that we could not afford to 
have such skilled men as Oa\s. doing 
anything but work which made full use 
of their five years’ training, and for 
this reason, the “Armourer” branches 
of seamen which were mentioned 
earlier came into being. 

In charge of t h c maintenance of 
Gunnery and T.A.S. equipment and re¬ 
sponsible to the Gunnery and T.A.S. 
Officers, is the Ordnance Engineer 
Officer. He is an officer who has quali¬ 
fied as a Marine Engineer after two 
years in H.M.S. Thunderer and one 


crews to fire them; these too will be¬ 
long to the Gunnery Branch. 

It is a common misconception that 
when the Navy has a guided weapon 
the gun will die a natural death after 
a long and honourable innings. This 
will not be so in the foreseeable future; 
there will never be enough guided 
weapons to give full protection to the 
Elect and many attackers will find their 
way past the first two lines of defence 
—the piloted fighter and the guided 
weapon. These may be aircraft which 
release their weapons from outside 
effective gun range, but we must still 
expect massed attacks from close in. 


a facilities, including three soccer grounds, a 
s,»at sailing, miniature rifle range. Judo Club, 
lUjh of St. Barbara, the Church of the Gunnery 
BA of Remembrance respectively of two world 
t year. There is also considerable social activity, 
h principal messes, and a few minutes over the 
;< i large city. . . . 

\ still have sufficient appreciation of the lighter 
i-iBval for four consecutive years! 


' , p IA|".U iiidMVU d ttacfti IH’III vivas. • •• 

year at sea. who possesses an Engine and af!a j ns , ,hcsc attacks we must con 
Room Watchkeeping ticket but who , jnuc IO de(end ships with thc “long, 
then specialized in Gunnery and T .AS. slop .. weapon —the gun. Also, the gun 
He is assisted by Commissioned Ord- is 5li ,| nccded f or sur facc action until 
nance Engineer Officcrs-Branch ship jhip arc fully de- 

OAkers selected from the Ordnance vclopcdt and f or bombardment. Up to 
Artificers. O.As. m a y a I s o obtain now , h e responsibility for Air 
Direct Promotion to Commissioned Weapons dropped, fired or launched 
Rank—to Sub-Lieutenant (E). from a j rcra ft has rested with the Fleet 

Our Future Weapons Air Arm. Thc Admiralty has recently 

So much for Gunnery as it is in the decided to give thc Gunnery Branch 
Fleet today, but as was stated above, responsibility for all such weapons 
we live in a time of transition. Tre- that operate above the surfacc of thc 
mendous developments in technology, sea and one of our big tasks will be in 
ccring Branch, but there are two spurred on by thc last war, are upon maintaining these weapons and in 
further categories of seamen who assist u , [ n t h c a ir, our targets have more helping the Naval Airmen who fight 
in this work. These are the Quarters ,b an doubled in speed since thc war the weapons to get the best out of 
Armourer and Control Armourer, and so the time available to us to them. Some of the new weapons will 
branches distinguishable by thc letters shoot at them is getting shorter and themselves be Guided Missiles, so 
“QA” and "CA” underneath their shorter. We are ever striving therefore there will be more work of great 
crossed guns. These men are seamen | 0 increase our rates of fire, to get as interest and importance here, 
who not only fight the equipment but many shells into thc air during thc Atomic weapons in the Navy arc 
who help the skilled men—thc ord- very short period of engagement as we weapons whose use. shape and form 
nance artificers—with its maintenance, possibly can. This calls for more and we can only guess at, but when they 
TTic QA’s are trained to be completely m0 rc automalicity, and in our guns of come into general use in the Fleet, it 
interchangeable with the QR’s and the t h e near future—and even in some of will be the Gunnery Branch who will 
CA’s with thc RC’a as regards action t h e present—we find fewer and fewer be responsible for them, 
duties, but they both receive in addi- mcn j n the gun’s crew. But those who By reading some of the Sunday 
tion considerable workshop training. arc j n the crew must be very skilled papers you may have gained thc irn- 
to familiarize them with thc use of an d wc || trained men. pression that in thc coming era of 

tools. Thus thc QA’s assist in the main- We are striving too for even greater “pushbutton warfare” there will be 
tcnancc of guns and mountings and accuracy of aiming and prediction of little future for the Gunnery man. It 
the CA’s in thc maintenance of Radar |h c enemy’s movements; in t h e s c is hoped that this article will have put 
and Fire Control equipment. It is not spheres also equipment is becoming thc matter in its true perspective and 
uncommon in the Fleet today to find a more automatic, and thc day is fast that we have shown that in the Navy 
Petty Officer QA1 not only being Cap- approaching when the Gunnery Branch of the future he will be well to the 
tain of a destroyer’s 4.5 turret, but w jji on iy ha 


maintaining it as well. 

Who Trains the Gunnery Ratings 

No mention has yet been made of 
thc man at thc top of thc tree—thc 
Gunnery Instructor. He, of course, will 
be familiar to all naval readers as thc 
•’G.I." or under his old title of “Gun¬ 
ner's Mate," particularly as a haunter 
of Parade Grounds; but apart from 
this small part of his job, he is thc 
drill and operation expert of every 
piece of gunnery equipment and thc 
Gunnery Officer’s right hand man in 
training and organizing thc gunnery 
team. Any gunnery rating of any cate¬ 
gory can become a G.I. provided that 
he has thc necessary high qualities of 
leadership and power of command, 
has passed E.T.l. and has passed for 
Petty Officer. The gunnery world 
attaches great importance to keeping 
thc standard at its traditionally high 
level. 

Who Is in Charge 

As regards thc officers; at the top is, 
■of course, thc Gunnery Ofliccr. who is 
responsible to his Captain for the way 
the weapons arc fought, their cfli- 


One Way of Loohiny at it 


Each of thc 133.000 officers and 
men comprising the Navy in the 
current year (1955-56) will have, 
during thc year, on the average'. 

Drawn £60 in marriage allow¬ 
ance; cost thc Admiralty £13 in 
employer contribution to his 
national insurance; cost £119 to 
feed and clothe; travelled at a 
cost of £44; used canteens and 
hostels to the value of £8; re¬ 
quired £11 to keep him well; 
absorbed £8 worth of education; 
employed £114 worth of research 
worker on scientific services, in¬ 
cluding Greenwich Observatory, 
and thc production of charts. 


The taxpayer will; 

Keep trained for his future 
support £14 worth of reserves; 

C rovidc £123 in pensions, etc., to 
is surviving predecessors; build 
and maintain ships to thc value 
of £1.244 for him to fight, with 
£209 worth of armaments; spend 
£134 in buildings, including 
married quarters; pay £56 to¬ 
wards thc cost of thc staff at the 
Admiralty who tell the sailor 
what to do and where to go. 

Thc average man will during the 
vear cost the taxpayer a total of 
£2.560. 


R.C.’s 3 operating Gunnery Radar Equipment 


JUST LEAVING 
THE ROYAL NAVY? 

A CAREER with interest and an invaluable opportunity for 
experience and advancement in a technical field of growing 
importance is offered to suitably qualified R.N. Personnel leaving 
the Service. Working conditions are excellent and rates of pay 
above the average. We urgently require: 

SENIOR AND DESIGN DRAUGHTSMEN 
(MECHANICAL), for interesting work on electro-mechanical 
devices and servo mechanisms of various types. Applicants 
should have experience of work in an allied field together 
with a thorough engineering background. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS. Fleet Air Arm Specialists 
with good mathematics, technical knowledge—radio/radar 
or electronics. 

INSTRUMENT MAKERS, MACHINISTS, FITTERS, 
AND ELECTRICAL FITTERS. Good opportunities for 
skilled ratings competent to undertake precision work on 
modern machinery in well-equipped shops. 

ELECTRICIANS, for wiring and assembly of complex 
electronic circuits. Applicants must be highly skilled with 
knowledge of radio. 

SERVICE MECHANICS. Required for installing and ser¬ 
vicing thc Company’s products at home and overseas. Must 
have a really sound basic electrical training, both theoretical 
and practical; also a working knowledge of electronic servo 
mechanisms. 

Candidates for the above posts should write fully to the Personnel 
Officer, Air Trainers Limited, Aylesbury, some six weeks before 
they are ready to take up employment. 

AIR TRAINERS LIMITED 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FLIGHT 
SIMULATORS 

AYLESBURY 


AND 

INSTRUMENT 
FLYING TRAINERS 

BUCKS 
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SB®®3£ SElWiHWi a a a 

aside, that useful dictum: "The pro- 

COMMANDO EXTRAORDINARY, Ages the ponderous weight of a hun- per study of mankind is man.” In- 
Charles Foley. (Longmans, Green; dred pounds of armour made ncccs- terest in the ship palls after a time. 
15/-.) sary the code of chivalry, an excuse But no human character remains long 

-Bv brineinu into olav methods for ,b <= opposins members of the enough with us to sustain our oun- 
which have vet to b2 fully trTed out lightly union to bueklc on. strap up. osity. The final impression is that we 
wn • nj ' L . . " y • • 1 screw tight.'wind home and snap shut have been presented with a scries of 

their clumsy accoutrements. In our connected short stories in which a 
own enlightened and democratic central theme is repeated and through 
times, when the principle of the closed which flit tantalisingly a number of 
. shop no longer applies to fighting, it P«’Plc who are neither sharply enough 
• has become effective and socially ac- defined for the short story form nor 
be "inca'icuiable— ceptablc to hit the other fellow as hard deeply enough analysed for a novel, 
and as rapidly as possible when he is 
not looking. Both overtly and by 
implication the canon of inviolability 
for the non-soldier, the politician, is 
denied. It will be the business of forces 
the Skorzcny-Stirling model to 
"intervene before the fatal order can 
be given." 

And. of course, moral apart, the 


Sportsman ol the month 


w IvK (>lk a KMUiiiK ui» mis wimiivii 

necessary to go back as far as - M another war may be ended, almost be- 

1930 when his Naval started. iA for V> has bc S un - Do no1 ml ? takc me - 

Kennedy joined the Navy in Janu- ■ ^ gentlemen: I am not now referring to 

ary, 1930. being sent to H.M.S. St. " HR ,hc “» " lean * of mu,ual annihilation 

Vincent. His boxing ability, already Bj c f ca ' cd b ' . ,hc Powers 

slightly developed by his father (an M MM ,h ' nkmj: ra,hc , r of th , c onc '. ns, r u . n ? cnl 

Army P.T.I.I and his school. St. An- ■MR )t, h,ch *!" * ,Ua>i m*.!-- 

drews, Brighton, immediately brought Efcjf ‘1 a ,h « “ere' weapon. Man. 

him under the eve of that able and *1 ^■ In these terms isquo.ed Mr- Fok£> 

Titcombc. ■JOB Commando Extraordinary. Otto Skor- 

Tipping at 10 stone, serious zeny. chief of Germany s war ,me 

Boys- "jffltroops. 

. . .... a aMP 

box- »ie 

Sussex'-md mS-- 

up ,l w.,h h S. l o , ke W r’ ^Iltu'.me of "the fL our ENDLESS NIGHT. 

Navy's best Welters. It was from Scott continuing problems. . Brookes. (Jarrolds: 10/6.) 

that he really learned to punch with C.P.O. James Kennedy sin^thTend^f the waT-h ii"an «!d Whcn an aulhor hcads his work 

when in June ar |93°3 f he w iTdr'aftcd sidelight that he entered that country with a quotation from Dantejs Inferno 

lo H \l s Oesnaieh he had •>’ lights A, g ar - a 'ight of which he is justly on a Nansen passport, the advocate of on ^ is entitled to expect a high stand- 

, .' |“i s l‘ 0 ns proud. He won on a knock-out in the violence under the wing of the greatest ard of htcrarv craftsmanship. Thai 

5£ " d . L’ • W,lh ° nl> ,W0 dLUS '° nS third round, the only man ever to modern apostle of peace. He has from ' uch a « andard ' s . no1 no ," ccabl >’ P rc : 
‘ ^1,. , uns -ii full bavc beaten Algar by a knock-out, and time to time been the subject of news- sent in this novel is onc factor bounc 

sir.-muh (iiirine this neriod and the so oncc morc won ltlc R N - title in paper speculations, and it is suggested *° d f, 1 . ra 5' f ro . m enjoyment. A writci 

fiirinu'hilv ti-his u Corrodiii i Can- bis own wc '8 hI - Unfortunately during that such as he may eventually find ' bould bc . Painstakingly careful bul 

•■•11 nroved m ideal triinine ground this contest Kennedy injured his hand, congenial employment nearer home. M r - lro . ok l cs , bas . onc of bls bousc ‘ 
cL ... i. foueht his wiv to thr 8 ton of and again was unable to participate in once the German Government no tnn J and detached on one page anc 
PhTwe ier weilhtMmn and to lhc l-S.B.A. Championships. This was longer finds it expedient to "turn a neat and semi-detached on the ncx 
A R V Fv .ns fur ihe tiBT i'n ^he 1933 1939. and of course the War was upon new face, pacific, decorous, upon the A writer should describe with restraint 
A.B. Evans tor tnc title in tnc ivjj us world." discnmination and vancty—but Mr 

, itcrranean set ovu.es. During the war years Kennedy had The author, having told well the Brookes’ characters all have long 

Wonderful Effort 36 fights against all-comers, losing Skorzeny story, has appended details level glances, and his several barmcr 

In 1934 C.P.O Kennedy improved only two and then to heavyweights, of his meetings with Skorzeny's Brit- a f c ..depraved butcthcient psycholo- 
his position by being the runner-up in but it kept him fit. and in 1948 he ish counterpart. Colonel David Stirl- f- ,s,s *° a ma "- Th* numerous spcl 
the Mediterranean I-1 e c t Amateurs, crowned his career by winning the ing. head of the Special Air Services, [mg .errors, gaffes like ingeniously 
audio 1935 at the age of 21. after five Heavy-weight Championships of the It is in the way in which he weaves for ingenuously and the unwarrantei 
years of boxing, he reached the Welter- Mediterranean Fleet in the Open together the ideas of these two men economy in marks of punctuator 
weight finals of the Mediterranean Competition, as he could still make that the moral is pointed, so that the "“V- J n chanty to the author, b< 
Fleet Open Championships. His op- top middle at the t i m c—this is a fascination of this book lies, unusually, blamed on the proot-rcaders. 
ponent was the evergreen A.B. Algar. creditable performance. in the summing-up. A streamlining of This book has something; perhap' 

the man who subsequently trained military thinking and military moral- a foreshadowing of greater things tc 

Randolph Turpin. Kennedy lost, but Last Fight ity is needed. War is. mirabile dictu. come. It is a .talc of a ship launchec 

only on points—it was a wonderful His last fight was in 1952 at the age 
effort. of 38 against that redoubtable fighter 

In 1936 in the Portsmouth Com- Yeoman Double day in the Light 
mand Open. Kennedy was unlucky Heavy-weight Division, and won on 
enough to draw A.B. Algar again, and points, so out of a grand total of 253 
once morc lost narrowly on points, bouts he has lost only 37. and only 
But the tide was turning, and in the two by knock-outs. A truly great and 
next competition that year. James lion hearted'Battler'who in a glorious 
(Killer) Kennedy beat Algar on points career has upheld the prestige of 
to become the R.N. and R.M. Welter- Naval boxing for so long, and is still 
ight Champion. After having boxed a driving force in his present ship 


rank Stuart. 


Answers to Quiz 

on P°S e 

. Some of St. Paul’s Epistles. Marco 
Polo’s account of his travels in the 
Far East. Sir Walter Raleigh's His¬ 
tory of the World. Bunyan's Pil¬ 
grim's Progress. Oscar Wilde's Dc 
Profundi s. First Stories of O. 
Henry. Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 

. The Church, built of stone when 
other buildings were built of wood, 
and not pulled down to bc rebuilt 
in a morc modern style. 

. There arc 4 x 3 x 2 arrangements I ccrs 


weight ( hampion. Alter having noxca a driving torce in his present ship 
for the Command and the Navy H.M.S. St. Vincent, where since 1950 
against the Civil Service, the Army he has trained no less than 28 cham- 
and the R.A.F.. and having won the pions. 19 R.N. and 9 I.S.B.A. 

Navy Title, he looked forward to win- Kennedy has. throughout his Scr- 2. 
ning his weight in the I.S.B.A. Cham- vice career given loyally and wholc- 
pionships that year, but was drafted hcartcdly a tremendous amount to 
to the Mediterranean to H.M.S. Re- Navy boxing, and recently has given 
pulse in April. 1936. very much appreciated assistance to 3 

After three knock-out victories in the Gosport Youth Clubs. His unflag- 
Gibraltar against Army opponents he ging enthusiasm, devotion to duty, and 
went on in 1937 to win the Mediter- above all his willingness lo devote so 
rancan Fleet Amateur Championship, much time and effort to the training 
In 1938 Kennedy repeated this per- of the younger generation of the Scr- 
formanee and also won the Mediter- vice in all fields of sport is an example , 

rancan Fleet Open Championship. many of us could do well to emulate. 4 

Onc can hardly pass by Kennedy's culminating in the justly deserved 5. 

fourth and last fight with the great award of the British Empire Medal. 


SUFFOLK.—Rooks have been worry¬ 
ing Eastern Electricity Board engin- 

...... ........ __„_ -~n in rural Suffolk. In the Framling- 

of 4 letters possible. In this case ham district there have been seven 
there arc 2 “c's." and so two of unofficial power cuts and in nearly 
these arrangements will spell every case rooks arc blamed, either 
"even." The chances arc therefore for perching on the overhead cables 
I in 12 . i.c., 11 to 1 against. or for causing short circuits by drop- 

About 3 miles. 400 feet. P in 8 s < icks across lhc linc5 - 

•Tar" is short for tarpaulin from FRANKFURT.—Frankfurt Zoo has 
the jackets once worn by sailors, appealed over the radio for a cat I 
"Limey" because English sailors act as f..:.. 
were once given lime juice for wild cat_ cub, 
scurvy. 

Dr. Cook claimed to have reached 
the North Pole in April. 1908. but BUENOS AIRES—Robert Madda- 
his claim was discredited, and the | cna . aged 13. who recently swam 23 
honour was given to Peary, who miles in eight hours, is training for an 
reached there in April, 1909. The attempt to swim the English Channel. 
South Pole was first reached b- 
Amundsen in 1912. closely fol 
lowed by Captain Scott. 


man. the strip cartoon hero. Dies in 
a television serial. He landed in a 
snowbank. 40 feet below and was 
pulled out by playmates. Doctors 
found no injuries. 

SOUTHERN ITALY.—Five terrified 
Gallipoli fishermen said they had been 
u ..... .... - v— to chased into port by a 130-foot whale, 

foster mother to an African The men said they were out fishing 
'i whose mother ignored when the whale tried to Up the boat 
him. A black cat with a newly born oyer with its tail. They fought it off 
kitten was chosen. with their oars and rowed desperately 

for shore. 

ENGLISH CHANNEL.—The world's 
most unusual passenger ship—the 
20.000 ton Southern Cross—has proved 

I herself in the English Channel as not 
only the most unorthodox but also 
onc of the best-behaved "ladies of the 
sea." With her anti-roll stabilizing fins 
operating, she cruised along without 
even a rattle of a cup or glass. There 
is almost complete absence of engine 
vibration. The ship will usher in a new 
era in the carriage of the not-so-rich 
people of the Empire. She will circle 
the globe four times a year, calling 
only at ports in New Zealand, Aus¬ 
tralia and South Africa. 

KENT.—Old-age pensioners at Ash¬ 
ford. Kent, run a concert party that 
tours villages and hospitals. The 


Iloyal Naval 
Association 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
See Page 11 


PORTSMOUTH BRANCH 
IN LAST month's notes I drew the 
attention of readers to the Sale of 
Work which is being held in our Head¬ 
quarters on Saturday, April 2; this 
will be opened at 3 p.m. by Mrs. 

Salter, wife of the Admiral Superin¬ 
tendent H.M. Dockyard. Vice-Admiral 
J. S. C. Salter. C.B.. D.S.O.. O.B.E. It 
should bc noted that this is not a 
rummage sale, all the work having 
been made by the lady members. It 
was pleasing to note that Vice-Admiral 

and Mrs. Salter paid a surprise visit HAVANT ?UUTH AFRICA.- 

to our Headquarters, so let us hope THP rHAlR\l.\N „f ihic Rnm-h ‘ nlrod V5 in § c 0 '"? 111 
that it is the first of many. xi u r ? a % 5 Branch - first offenders in « 

' . ? T .,1 r .u Mr - G - M ur Phy. found it necessary recently announced, 

Though the building plans for the to resign from the Chair at the meet- ... . -- - - - , •> - ■ - , 

extension of the branch Headquarters j nR held on March I. He was onc of BARCELONA.—University students woman producer is 64. A 71-year-old 
have suffered a set-back, it is hoped t he earlier members of t h e Branch here arc to erect a memorial to Sir docs a burlesque in a Hawaiian cos- 
that it will prove to be of a temporary an j had carried out the duties of Hon. Alexander Fleming, discoverer of tumc and the expert on the Highland 
nature, for as Burns said "The best Treasurer and Branch Delegate before penicillin, who recently died. fling is 65. 

laid schemes o' mice an' men gang being elected Chairman, 
aft aglcv." but fresh plans will be when he handed over the Badge of 
forthcoming for it is not considered lo office he particularly mentioned the 
bc a retrograde step and fresh plans spirit of comradeship and fricndli- 
for the future formulate and even- ncS s he had found in the Branch when 
tually take shape. he joined it shortly after leaving the 

The friendship between our rcspcc- Service. He said he would remain a 
live R.N.A. branches will bc further member of the Branch although he 
cemented when the Havant and Ports- was now leaving Havant for employ- 
mouth branches meet at Darts at the ment purposes. 

Havant headquarters o n Thursday. The question of whether Increased 
March 24. followed by the return at Widows' Pensions for British Other 
Portsmouth. Ranks, as announced on the wireless. 

The branch Benevolent Fund and its will bc applicable to the widows of 
administration has not been previously Royal Naval Personnel is being taken 
mentioned in these columns and is up for onc of the members. Assist- 
verv dear to the heart of thy writer, ing members with Pension queries is 
The branch has an appointed Almoner becoming an important feature in this 
and two sick visitors—onc for t h c Branch. 


• IIP A TEAR FOR YOU PLUS 
L443 120 LONDON ALLOWANCE 
from Iho dar r«u ltar« Iraininj 

A job in London*! Police i» a man's job, 
with good prospects of promotion and many 
opportunities for specialisation and sport. 
The hifher ranks are open to servinf 
officers, for example Chief Superintendents 
receive £1,305 a year. Rcnt*free Accommo¬ 
dation or fenerous Rent Allowance for 
sinfle or married men, plus a pension of 
half pay after 25 or two-thirds pay after 
30 years' service. 

If you are 5 ft. 8 ins. or over, between 19 
and 30 years old (in special CAies up to 31st 
birthday) and in food health, send today 
for fully illustrated booklet and application 
form for an interview. Your return fare to 
London will be refunded. 


From SIMM) Up. Tailored by 

JACK BLAIR 

48 QUEEN STREET and 143 STANLEY ROAD 

PORTSMOUTH 

Supplied for cash or on allotment 


METROPOLITAN POLICE 


To: Dept. 1621 Scotland Yard. S.W.I 

P rose »*nd m* .f/uitretW booklet which take* me 
t ehrnd the *cer«s <xvl left* me what happen* whan 
I ja-n the Metropolitan Pchce force. 


Name 


Addrett 
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COMMAND NEWS 


H.M.S. NEWCASTLE 

SINCE THIS is Newcastle’s first con¬ 
tribution to the Navy News, a few 
remarks about our activities since 
leaving Pompey arc obviously called 
for. We were the first ship to take ad¬ 
vantage of the new Foreign Service 
commission scheme and on June 15. 
with Captain R. B. Honnywill in com¬ 
mand. the new Ship's Company took 
over from "the last commission." for 
eighteen months in the Far East. After 
a brief fortnight to get to know the 
ship, we sailed for Malta and a 
strenuous month "working up." 

By the end of July we had smoothed 
o(T all the rough comers and become 
ready for anything and on August 3 
after the Commandcr-in-Chief Medit¬ 
erranean. Admiral Earl Mountbatten 
had bidden us farewell (for which oc¬ 
casion he hoisted his flag in New¬ 
castle) we sailed for Singapore where 
we arrived on August 24 after a two- 
day stop at Trincomalcc en route. 


Together with Birmingham, we left 
Hong Kong on January 17 and on 

S assage to Singapore completed a 
eavy training programme, especially 
in the gunnery world. Instead of going 
to the Naval Base, we anchored off 
Singapore City as this was to be an 
official visit of the 5th Cruiser Squad¬ 
ron. After three days in harbour dur¬ 
ing which time we met all our old 
friends and made many new ones, the 
two ships parted company. Birming¬ 
ham sailing for Saigon with Rear- 
Admiral Gladstone, and Newcastle to 
the Port Dickson area on the Malayan 
West Coast where for the first time 
during the commission we fired the 
guns in anger. A number of terrorists 
had been hiding in the jungle here, 
and all efforts by the Army to locate 
them proving unsuccessful, the Royal 
Navy had been called in to assist. The 
destroyers Comus and Concord had 
already been bombarding and with 
Newcastle's six-inch guns to assist, the 
effect must have been very dcmoraliz- 



Thc next three months saw New¬ 
castle in Dry Dock refitting, during 
which time the Ship's Company were 
accommodated in H.M.S. Terror. 
Many of us were able to get away on 
Station Leave and managed to see 
something of Malaya, while others 
tlonned jungle green uniforms and 
went to help the Army in the war 
against the terrorists! The Royal 
Marines spent three weeks with the 
West Yorkshire Regiment and gained 
quite a reputation for themselves. 

The refit was completed in very 
nearly record time and after all the 
usual preliminaries of storing and am¬ 
munitioning we left Singapore on 
November 21. still very untidy but a 
seagoing ship once more. After five 
days in Tolo Bay. just close to Hong 
Kong, where we cleaned up and 
painted ship, we steamed into Hong 
Kong harbour, feeling very smart in¬ 
deed. Birmingham, our chummy ship 
was already there with other ships of 
the Far East Fleet who were beginning 
to assemble for the Fleet Sports anil 
Regatta. The preliminary games 
started as soon as we arrived and it 
was soon evident that Newcastle was 
living up to her reputation when we 
won the finals of the soccer against 
the 3rd Frigate squadron, played at 
Happy Valley. 

A huge chucking up party were on 
the scene early and the black and 
white Newcastle colours swamped the 
opponent's supporters, even Buster, 
the ship's dog. being dressed in black 
and white. After an early set-back the 
team rallied well and to the tunc of 
the Blaydon Races (our own march) 
sung by the supporters we went on to 
win in grand style by 5—1. 

The Rugby seven-a-side final pro¬ 
vided plenty of excitement and it was 
not until well into extra time that we 
scored the vital try and beat 
Opossum 3—0. 

Our Boxing team did very well and 
although they did not win there was 
only a two-point difference between 
Tamar, the winners, and ourselves, 
second. 

The Regatta, held in Junk Bay. was 
very keenly contested and we came 
third in the Cock of the Fleet com- 

E tition which was won by the 8th 
cstroycr Squadron. This turn of 
events did not last long however, for 
on returning to Hong Kong we swept 
the board in the Sailing Regatta win¬ 
ning every event, a fitting climax to a 
very successful month's sport. 

Christmas was spent in harbour and 
all the traditional festivities were ob¬ 
served. Besides the usual "greenery." 
the Shipwrights and Electricians pro¬ 
duced an illuminated star which 
looked most ctfcctive when fixed to a 
revolving radar aerial. 

During this period in harbour, the 
Ship's concert party produced a 
second run of their pantomime Cinder¬ 
ella and the Forty Thieves which had 
been very well received in Singapore 
before we left. Once again it proved 
a resounding success and played to 
packed houses every night. 


ing to the terrorists ashore. We now 
await news of the result of our efforts. 
During the actual firing of the guns 
the ships side was painted in readiness 
for our next big occasion. We were 
paid a visit by the Sultan of Sclangcr. 
who showed keen interest in every¬ 
thing he saw and visited a turret to 
watch the crew in action. 

After one night in Singapore, the 
Commandcr-in-Chief, Admiral Sir 
Charles l.ambc. and Lady Lambe 
came aboard to take passage to Ran¬ 
goon where the ship stayed for five 
days on an official visit, arriving on J 
Tuesday. February I. She is only the | 
third Royal Naval ship to have visited 
Rangoon since the war. and the Ship's 
Company were most hospitably 
treated by the European community 
there. We were all rather loth to leave 
at the end of our stay, when New¬ 
castle steamed south to Penang, call¬ 
ing in for a brief visit to the Niergin 
Archipelago (off the Burmese coast) 
en route. 

Many of us had friends in Penang, 
who we had met on leave during the 
refit and this fact, together with the 
beautiful weather and lovely scenery, 
made our live days here a visit to 
remember. Several sporting functions 
took place and Newcastle acquitted 
herself well, being unbeaten in any of 
the games played. 

Admiral and Lady Lambe trans¬ 
ferred to the dispatch vessel Alert and 
returned to Singapore and later we 
were joined by Rear-Admiral Elkins 
who was to relieve Vice-Admiral 
Gladstone as F.O.2. 

We arrived in Singapore on Febru¬ 
ary 14 and berthed at the Naval Base 
where Vice-Admiral Gladstone came 
aboard to say farewell before return¬ 
ing to U.K. and on February 18 we 
hoisted the flag of Rear-Admiral 
Elkins—Newcastle had become the 
flagship at last. 

And what of the immediate future? 
We return to Hong Kong on Febru¬ 
ary’ 25 and about a fortnight later 
we sail for Japan and Korea. After 
hearing so much of the delights of 
Japan, we arc looking forward to our 
visit with avid interest. As for Korea 
—well, we return to Japan, anyway! 


H.M.S. IIEDINGIIAM 
GASTLE 

WE SAILED from Portland on Satur¬ 
day. March 19. to Portsmouth for 
leave. First leave commenced on 
March 21. 

The jourqcy down was quite un¬ 
eventful. the -only thing out of the 
ordinary was that we had a stowaway 
on board, a Black Cat. which joined 
the ship at Portland and is at present 
still on board. We sent a signal and 
discovered it;belongs to H.M5. Gren¬ 
ville. It seems that no transport' has 
been laid oft’ for it, so it will have 
one month on leave in Portsmouth, 
and will travel back with us. 

After leave, we return to Portsmouth 


and have four Duty Commands, on 
April 22. 26. 30 and May I. We de¬ 
cided earlier to run Uckcrs and Crib 
competitions, and these will no doubt 
relieve the monotony when we are 
Duty Ship. Already the craze has 
begun, and the dice arc rolling to cries 
of "Up blob." "Steam round on that 
one." etc. 

Over to the more physical side of 
Sport. Our Soccer team, although it 
improved steadily of late, did not set 
the woods on fire in the Soccer 
League. Erratic form early in the 
season was the cause of our failure, 
we finished fifth in the league com¬ 
petition. We did however gain some 
consolation by defeating H.M.S. Un¬ 
daunted (league and cup winners) in a 
friendly by four goals to one. 

On March 12. Captain "D" visited 
the ship and after inspecting Divisions, 
he presented Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medals to C.P.O. Bodlc and 
E.R.A. Field. 

Captain "D" was in Chatham at the 
time of our ship's Dance, which was 
a huge success. 

Is there any truth in the story that 
Stokers (sorry. Engineering Mechanics) 
arc to be issued with White Overalls 
and addressed as "Sir"? If that is so. 
the Seamen will be putting in a strong 
claim to be "Upper Deck Technicians" 
and "Wire Manipulators." 

May we wish one and all a very 
good Leave. 

J. R. M. 


VICTORIA BARRACKS 

WE HAVE difficulty in maintaining 
consistent form with our teams owing 
j to the constant ebb and flow of New 
Entries, but we arc very keen and 
enter in as many sporting activities as 
possible. During the spring term we 
have maintained our position about 
half way up the U.S. Third Division 
Soccer League; we arc in the final day 
of the Command six-a-sidc Hockey 
tournament having beaten Vernon 
"A" and the R.N. School of P.T. in 
the preliminary rounds; we have 
entered for and been knocked out in 
the second round of the Command 
seven-a-side Rugby tournament; the 
R.N.B. inter-divisional cross-country 
saw us well to the fore with our teams 
coming in first and third; and we came 
in equal second in the R.N.B. inter- 
divisional swimming gala. 

Inter-part sport has been limited by 
lack of grounds but we run a parade 
I ground hockey league and hope to ex¬ 
tend our parade ground activities in 
the summer months with cricket, soft 
ball and vollcv ball. 

Many New Entries have found 
themselves playing for us very shortly 
after joining the Navy, but we 
achieved our record the other day 
when a New Entry was on the field 
playing hockey within an hour of join¬ 
ing the Establishment. 

J. E. HOLT. 

lnstr. Lt. Cdr. 


On the ‘Dry 9 List . . . 



H.M.S. BARON 

FEW READERS of Navy News have 
ever heard of H.M.S. Baron. She is 
a Boom Defense vessel working i n 
Trincomalcc: her job is with moor¬ 
ings and buoys which arc. from time 
to time, used to secure the more active 
Fleet units that come to enjoy the 
quiet and solitude of the East Indies 
Station. The maintenance work of 
these aids to navigation ensures that 
oil tankers and stores ships perform 
their duties in safety. 

The crew of the Baron—English, 
Tamil. Singhalese. Indians—despite the 
many differing customs and religions, 
which would give any M.A.A. a head¬ 
ache when organizing Church parties, 
work happily together as a team. The 
ship is clean and tidy—when it is real¬ 
ized that the cleaning of moorings and 
buoys is a messy business (marine 
growth is extremely rapid in the 
tropics) and that the ship is coal fired, 
then the team spirit and its results can 
be fully appreciated. Our motto is 
to get on with the job. to go anywhere 
—and to wish all Navy News readers, 
our friends and our messmates, well. 

R.T.K. (P.O.S.M.). 


H.M.S. ADAMANT 

ALTHOUGH ADAMANT hasn't 
been to sea since last Christmas, we 
have a change of scenery coming to us 
during the last week of March. 

We arc to take part in the London¬ 
derry Joint Exercise, from the 22nd to 
the 30th. with a week-end in Bangor 
thrown in as a moral stimulator. Most 
of us abroad arc looking forward to 
renewing old acquaintances we first 
met during our ten-day visit last 
September. 

We have led rather a quiet life since 
last leave but the submarines still 
come and go. Tally Ho has now left 
us for the more pleasant climate of the 
Mediterranean and new faces arc seen 
aboard with the arrival of Acheron 
and Scotsman. The former have an 
enviable cruise around the South 
African and East Indies stations, start¬ 
ing in April. 

Scascout. Sturdy and Thermopylae 
are due to arrive here in May and 
work up from Rothesay, whilst 
Aurochs. Sleuth and Tireless come as 
additions to the squadron. 

In the way of sport the Squadron 
Open Boxing Championship is now in 
progress. Bouts arc to be fought out 
in the Fleet Club in the near future. 

The Admiralty Floating Dock team 
won the Squadron Football cham¬ 
pionship after getting the better of the 
Submarine Sparc Crew in the finals. 
The Boys' team did surprisingly well 
in the competition. 

In the not too distant future. 
Adamant has a six day visit to Rotter¬ 
dam and after a spot check, it's appar¬ 
ent that most arc looking forward to 
the trip. Letter fodder will be plentiful 
for that quarter of the Ship's Company 
who have never been foreign before, 
apart from Rothesay of course . . . 

"DENECK" 


II.M.S. EXCELLENT 

THE MAD month of March has pro¬ 
vided us with many topics for conver¬ 
sation on the Island, buzzes both 
authentic and unauthcntic have kept 
us stirring; however apart from heavy 
speculation by the "Bullet Bosuns" re¬ 
garding the care and custody of 
Atomic Bombs and what constitutes a 
fatal dose of radio activity, we have 
remained calm. 

We arc very pleased with the fine 
showing put up by our teams in the 
Command Cross-country. We con¬ 
gratulate our runners, in particular 
L./Sca. Haskell. Commissioned Mastcr- 
At-Arms Pape. L.M.(E) Meadoweroft. 
A.B. Stokes. O.A. Smith. L.E.M. 
Brennan, who came home in 2nd. 3rd. 
4th. 8th. 9th and 10th places and thus 
gave us an overwhelming victory with 
a total of only 71 points. The re¬ 
mainder of our “A" team and also our 
"B" team ran well and pul up a crack¬ 
ing pace which brought the cup back 
to Whaley where it had not been since, 
the spring. 1939. 

In our Spring Bayonet team. C.P.O. 
Barnes has lived up to his energetic 
reputation in winning the individual 
championship; congratulations t p a 
“good old un" and may his showing 
be an example to all juniors. 

G.ls. make very good actors. If you 
don't think so. look in on some of 
their socials. However, the highly pro¬ 
fessional performance of our Dramatic 
Society in this year’s Drama Festival 
cannot be attributed to this. In fact, 
no G.ls. took part: nevertheless a lot 
of very hard work has been devoted to 
producing "Outward Bound" and the 
cast deserve a lot of credit for a very 
entertaining show. 

We have not seen very much of the 
1955 Long Course this month—they 
seem to have found entertaiment else¬ 
where. and although we realise they 
jump at every opportunity to escape 
from the Island they could have made 
a better choice than Salisbury Plain 
in this recent bitter weather! At Lark- 
hill they were present at a tragic acci¬ 
dent when a 25-pdr. breech blew out. 

I am sure everyone will join us in our 
expression of sympathy to the Royal 
Artillery over this unfortunate affair 
which caused the death of one gunner. 

The Llcwyln trophy has once again 
been awarded to one of our Canadian 
G.I.'s. Chief Petty Officer Lccuycr. 
This trophy is awarded to the best 
G.I. candidate of a course and we arc 
delighted to see it go to the Royal 


Canadian Navy, although we arc be¬ 
coming a little concerned that this 
gives them their sixth victory. 

I feel I am not giving you all the 
Island news if I fail to introduce 
Rover. Rover is a gunnery dog—a 
"Bull Dane" of doubtful origin, but 
as dogs go. he is the biggest and the 
best. He is an old staunchion almost 
and is the idol of many an O.D. He 
bites G.I.'s! 

"GAITERS" 

ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS 

Dry Cleaning Service 
FROBISHER DRY Cleaning Plant 
has now ceased to exist as such. This 
plant was only really a steam spot¬ 
ting and pressing unit and in any case 
would not have lasted much longer 
due to age. A new Dry Cleaning Plant 
with some of the latest equipment has 
now been installed and this is being 
operated by the Welfare Committee. 
Navy News is assured that prices will 
be most reasonable. It is anticipated 
that demands for this service will be 
extraordinarily heavy just before Divi¬ 
sions and Pay Days, so potential cus¬ 
tomers are advised to come early in 
order to ensure that spick and span 
look the new Dry Cleaning Service 
will provide. You may bring your 
plain clothes by all means, but please 
—don't bring your wife's silk dress, 
etc., we can't cope with that. The ad¬ 
dress is K Block stairs adjacent to the 
Slop Room. 

Cricket—R.N. Barracks XI 

If it is not snowing, there will be a 
trial game of cricket on the U.S. Men's 
No. I ground on Wednesday, April 
'27 in preparation for the first match, 
against H.M.S. Dryad (away), on Wed¬ 
nesday. May 4. 

An attractive fixture list, of about 
40 matches, has been arranged. Most 
home matches will be played on the 
U.S. Men's No. I ground; one or two 
on the U.S. Officers’ Ground. On 
Monday. Tuesday, Thursday and Fri¬ 
day of the week beginning Monday, 
April 25. a grass net in the U.S. Men's 
ground will be reserved for R.N. 
Barracks between 1700 and 1800. This 
net will also be available in later 
weeks, for R.N.B. practice. 

There will probably be a R.N. Bar¬ 
racks cricket cap. for wear by those 
who turn up regularly to play for the 
Barracks. 

There arc no playing expenses and 
everyone is of course welcome to 
bring wives, friends, children, and even 

Continued on page 10 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRIES LIMITED 

NOBEL DIVISION 

requires for work in the Research 
Engineering Department at 
Stevenston, Ayrshire, Scientific 
Instrument Makers or Fine 
Mechanical Bcnchmcn capable of 
making and assembling mechan¬ 
isms to fine limits. Machining 
experience essential. 

Application shoulil be made to the 
Staff Manager. 460 Sauchieliall 
Street. Glasgow. C.2. quoting 
reference DO A J 
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ROYAL NAVAL BARRACKS— Portland, and Londonderry, trying to 

Continued from Page 9 prove which was the better, the sub¬ 

marine or the new equipment on the 
dogs or parrots, along as spectators. s hip. a fact which appears still to be 
home or away. in the balance. 

Interested officers and men in bar- During this time we had been kept 
racks should please get in touch with busy, but we also had some good 
one of the following: times. We were finding out all our 

Cd. P.T Officer Gymnasium, Tel. sports parties, and who was best in 
2629; C.P.O. Writer Chippcrficld Dis- rescuing cows from rivers. Before we 
pcrsal Office, Tel. 2637; C.P.O. Writer | e f t Londonderry, a cow being trans- 
Cudden. Rail Transport Section, Tel. ported to Glasgow went overboard, 
2876. _ and came between Virago and our- 

Copies of the fixture list can be se | vcs After a horible time and some 
supplied on request. good bare-back cow-punching by our 

Please try to get your names in buffer, we managed to get it out and 
before you go on Easter leave. on board Virago. There we saw some 

good drink disappear and the cow 
_ . * Holiday walk away nonc t b c W orsc off for its 

WE ARE looking forward to the mus- lwo hours’ ordeal 
ical comedy "Alpine Holiday" which Wc rcturncl j lo Portsmouth for our 
is being presented in the Victory | cave period an d also for docking. 
Theatre on Monday, Tuesday and w h cn the first leave party went home, 
Wednesday, April 18, 19 and -0. This us j n g dockyard punts to get them 
show, which contains ten catchy and away f rom ,h c ship, 
original songs, has only been produced A good leave was had by all, and we 


us again and hope it will stay with us is a good spirit of co-operation be- received from the National Blood 
during our visit to the South of tween U.D.E. and Undaunted. Transfusion service thanking the Re- 

France. Before entering dock for a refit in serve Fleet for their response and the 

In the field of sport, we have had November, a week-end was spent in collection of 21 gallons and five pints 
our successes and failures, and quite Cherbourg to give everyone a change of blood. All volunteers were given a 
a number of matches cancelled due to of scenery. This was a pleasant break "make and mend” with leave, in the 
unfit grounds. from the rather monotonous Portland afternoon of the visit. 

The round of the King’s Cup for routine, only being marred by the pos| office s>ylnBS B . nlt 
soccer, which had to be postponed at 
Portland, was lost to Tyne and Apol¬ 
lo, the score being 1—5. We were 
fortunate in having L5ca. Rootc, 


Whilst in Dockyard hands a rug- A talk on Savings given by a 
making competition was held and we ?<>» Office official has had encourag- 
were fortunate in being able to enlist ' n 8 rcsuhs the deposits made to the 
the services of the well-known actress, Po*‘ Office Savings Bank Each Pay 
Miss Hy Hazcll, as judge. Friday services arc available for any- 

Home Meet, uur nve oays voyage trial. Of three ship’s soccer games, we Contact has recently been re- one wishing to make use of this exccl- 

cannot be described as quiet by any | os , , wo and won onc jbe C.P.Os. established with the Mayor and Town l cnt f° rm of National Saving, 

stretch of the imagination. Wc had and P O s. of Battlcaxe challenged our Council of the Borough of Barking, Bog Service to Portsmouth Station 
gales for the first three days and a CPOs and POs and wc su ff ercd a who adopted the ship in their War- . , .. .. . . • f 

thc'timc Pr ° 8rammC ° f C, " rC,,e5 a " 2-*’ , _ , , SM* ' |a?d Re«rv^ Heet^nnrih^^n £ 

Our time at Gibraltar has been well bu^ O ble^kW Lairds L*auon wasIm^rsonaT bu! StjMjnhy. at 1145,. buse. 

filled with occasional days at sea for r ' " ' Tr ia 1 strong in those days, and it was fell avai'ablc from thc shore s^O of 

exercises—most of the time with real tnct-teet Kiigger trial. lhat f. wou i d be very interesting and Whale Island bridge to Portsmouth 

Mediterranean weather. Wc had the ‘ hc A V,^ k *^ of general benefit to both sides to re- (Town) Station. There is no charge for 

Commandcr-in-Chicf Home Fleet with <hc Darings. After an early lead, a ^ ouf mulua , acquainlancc . Ac . this facility and the expenses incurred 

ESSsSffiriS anp " df ciriZT 

•our attention 


was not at all 
iave the sun with 


SOUTHS*: A ’S Two MOST 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS — 

SAVOY 
KIMBELLS 


H.M.S. FLEETWOOD 


SOUTH PARADE 
• • • SOUTHSEA 

OSBORNE RD' 
SOUTHSEA 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships 9 Company Dances 

OVER SO SHIPS’ DANCES CATERED FOR THIS YEAR I 
(whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier) 

Wire —Write—or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first “Port of Call” for Dancing 

The Savoy Ballroom. Radio Band Every Friday 


yard of Messrs. J. S. White & Co., - of (he year but wc got away lightly. 

Ltd., at Cowes, I.O.W., on July 23, Wc then spent five days crossing the 

1954. At the end of August, after sea JJ.M.S. BELLEROPHON Atlantic to the Azores. Again we were 

trials, she joined the Second Training lucky as the weather was behind us all 

Squadron at Portland. Whilst being Why “Bellcrophon?" Ihc time. It did of course cause an 

administered by Captain “D.” Second jjq 1949 j, was dc cidcd that each alarming roll with winds reaching 45 
T.S., the ship is actually on loan to Division of the Reserve Fleet should miles per hour and following seas of 
the Underwater Detection Establish- have a separate name, the Chatham up to 30 feet. Wc did on onc occasion 
ment at Portland, and her function groU p was named H.M.S Neptune, reach a maximum roll of 32 degrees, 
tor some time to come is to run for |hc p| yrno uth group. H.M.S. Orion. Wc fully realise that in days gone by 
that Establishment carrying out tests thc Clyde. H.M.S. Jupiter and our our destroyers used to scoop up sca- 
and trials on the latest Anti-Submarine own H.M.S. Bellcrophon. From old weed with their yards but after all this 
equipment developed by their scicn- ( ; r cck tales. Bellcrophon was thc hero was barrack-time. (Wc could not lodge 
tists. If found satisfactory, this equip- who caug | u and bridled the famous an official complaint because our shop 
ment is eventually incorporated in w j n gcd horse Pegasus. In 1815, Napo- steward was seasick). One large and 

Icon made his formal surrender on playful sea reared over thc quarter- 
U.D E s. mandate of the ship com- board thc battleship H.M.S. Bcllcro- deck, crept quietly along thc upper- 
mcnccd in September, and from then phon deck, poised over thc open Wardroom 

until November she was 3 t sea on _ , , hatch and then hurled itself into the 

’ . ’ . Iv in thc Visit of National Blood Transfusion Wardroom to thc intense surprise of 

Portland area, but occasionally as far Lmt (be assembled officers. Wc arc given to 

afield as Plymouth, and once off During thc early part of March, a understand that Midshipman Skinner 
Ushant. The "Boffins” also come to National Blood Transfusion Unit is thc only officer in thc Royal Navy 
sea to study thc behaviour of their visited thc Reserve Fleet. This visit to have entered on his certificates— 
latest "gadgets” and it is a familiar had been preceded by an intense pub- "passed swimming test in Wardroom." 
sight to see civilians busily pulling licity campaign by thc Sick Bay ask- Wc arrived at Ponta Dclgada on 
equipment to pieces or hurrying from ing for blood donors, and apparently February 18. spent two quiet days 
one compartment to another. They this met with success, for 177 volun- there and then sailed for Lisbon. Thc 
know thc ship well by now and there teers came forward. A letter has been first day out was flat and wc were able 


Make the most of your 

MONTHLY ALLOTMENT! 


DO YOU KNOW —that Currys special purchasing facilities 
for serving personnel enable you to obtain a wide 
selection of goods — on very favourable terms. 


If AUlUu If Am Ships of the Fleet. 

Britain’s finest value in concert Radiograms 1 3 -speed 
record player and five valve all-wave Radio set in 
FULL SIZED beautifully walnut veneered cabinet. 

GENUINE 50 GUINEA VALUE FOR j most working days, usual! 

ONLY «_ With automatic 3 -specd j 

JO GNS record-player 42 gns 1 


4g B&,- London Road (North End) 

* 118/120, Kingston Road, 
PORTSMOUTH 

Member t of the Inter port Naval Traders' Auociation 
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Classified Advertisements 


Classified Advertisement may be 
placed at: 

Gale & Polden Ltd.. Nelson House. 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as well 
as at the Royal Naval Barracks, Ports¬ 
mouth 

Private Advertisements. 2d. per word; 
minimum, 2s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d per word; 
minimum, 4s, 

Name and address of advertiser 
most accompany each advertisement. 
Boa Number, 9d. extra. 

The inclusion of any advertisement 
cannot be guaranteed, nor responsi¬ 
bility accepted for errors or omissions. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HA YUNG ISLAND.—Furnished semi-bunga¬ 
low: 2 reception. 3-4 bedrooms, central beaunx. 

K ragc. garden, main road. Ions let preferred: 

tnt. per week.—Friady. West Town. Ilaylins 
Island. 

FURNISHED DETACHED HOUSE to let. Ad- 
miralty Scheme. 3 bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen. 
2 reception, wc. every convenience, completely 
redecorated.—Apply for details to: F. Pope. 
Grove Villa. Copse Lane. North llaylina. Hants. 

ACCOMMODATION, suit married couple: 
double bedroom, kitchen-dinette, own cook in* 
facilities, share bathroom.—Brown Eaves. Lang- 
stone Road, Havant. 

FURNISHED HOUSE. Bramber Road. Gos¬ 
port. Modern, tastefully furnished. 3 bedrooms, 
suitable hired married quarter, available from 
July.—Apply L. S. Vail. Estate Agent. 79 lllah 
Street. Gosport. 

HOUSE TO LET. furnished. 7 rooms, kitchen, 
bath, conservatory.—View by appointment. Tel. 
33974. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchenette 
and bathroom, no children. — 215 Francis 
Avenue. Southsea. 

FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION, large bed¬ 
sitting-room. dining-room, separate kitchen.— 
87 Cottage Grove. Southsea. 

TWO COMFORTABLE FURNISHED RIM3MS. 
no linen, use kitchen and bathroom, no children: 
35*. per week incluuve.—5b Beaulieu Road, 
North End. 

TWO LARGE FURNISHED ROOMS, use 
bathroom and kitchen, adioming War Winston 
Station. 1 hour to Portsmouth: 50s. per week 
inclusive.—Gray. 3 South Leigh Road. Havant. 

LARGE SEMI-FURNISHED ROOM, upstairs, 
use kitchen and bath, no children: 23s. per sreek 
Inclusive.—Waite. 5 Cadnam Road. Eastney. 

TWO COMFORTABLY FURNISHED 

ROOMS, use kitchen and bathroom, convenient 
for bus**.—12 Kimbolton Road. Copnor. 


TWO FURNISHED ROOMS. North End. no 
crockery, cutlery, linen, other occupants out all 
day. unsuitable for children; 38s. per week.—Tel. 
6426 after 6 p.m. 

TO LET, Admiralty Scheme, fully furnished 
bungalow, garage space, linen let on terms; 5 
gns. per week.—4 Colinton Avenue. Portchester. 

COMFORTABLE ACCOMMODATION, bed 
and breakfast. 32s.: or room only. 22s.: hot and 
cold all bedrooms, at select guest house till the 
cod of May.—4 Kenilworth Road. Strand. South¬ 
sea. Phone 33519. 

TWO PLEASANT ROOMS, furnished. In quiet 
bungalow, country surroundings, very comfort¬ 
able. everything for use. 5 minutes from South- 
bourne Station, no children.—Woodbine. Breach 
Avenue. Sourhboume. near Emsworth. 

BEDROOM AND SmiNC-ROOM to let. use 
bathroom and kitchen. 10 minutes from Ports¬ 
mouth bv train: £2 per week.—19 Fourth 
Avenue. Denvilles. Havant. 

FURNISHED. 2 bedrooms. I sitting-room, use 
large kitchen and bathroom, child school age 
taken.—38 Shearer Road. Portsmouth. 

HOUSES TO LET FURNISHED. Periods one or 
two years. Reasonable rents lo good and care¬ 
ful tenants.—Apply Hillary A Co.. Chartered 
Land Agents. Pctcrsficld 239. 


Land Agents. Pctcrsficld 239. 
SELF-CONTAINED FURNISHED FLAT, be¬ 
es'mins vacant middle of April: si rung-room, bed¬ 
room. hath and toilet, kitchenette: 2 ) gns. per 
week.—Miss Stallard. 31 Prctosia Road. South¬ 
sea. 

FULLY FURNISHED FLATLETS, own kit¬ 
chens. vacant short periods till May 28. no chil¬ 
dren: 2 lo 21 gns.—38 Shaftesbury Road (opp. 
Queen's Hotel). Southsea. 

FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION in Havant 
district. 5 minutes station and bus.—2 East View. 
Fairfield Road. Havant. 

FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET. suit couple, no 
children.—94 Walden Road, near Whale Island. 
Stamshaw. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET. clean 
and comfortable.—12 Liverpool Road. Fration. 

BED-SITTING-ROOM, use kitchen and bath¬ 
room. not suitable foe children, vacant from 
April 4.—65 Erapshott Road. Southsea. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use kitchen, elec¬ 
tric light, relay, central.—127 Ouccn's Road. 
Portsmouth. 

FURNISHED SITTING-ROOM, with kitchen, 
own toilet, bedroom, use bathroom. Ion* let 
preferred, cutlery, crockery, blankets supplied, 
no linen, no children —Call after 5 pm.. I 
Devonshire Avenue. Southsea. 

COTTAGE shortly available for letting un¬ 
furnished in grounds of country bouse near 
Wickham. Hants; low rent to naval or R.A. 
pensioner in enhance part-tune work as gar¬ 
dener.—Apply lieut.-Cmdr. Baralgettc. Glebe 
House, Newtown. Farcham. Hants. 

FURNLSHED ACCOMMODATION, double 
bedroom, kiichen-dinene. own cooker, large sink 
unit: garage: suit couple and infant —Wnte Bos 
ABO. Of phone Havant 411 before noon. 

DOUBLE FURNISHED BED . SITTING- 
ROOM. use kitchen and bathroom: no chddrcn. 
—228 Hayltng Avenue. Copnor. 

HOMELY HOLIDAYS, reasonable terms. — 
| Write or call 148 Twyford Avenue. Portsmouth. 


CARAVAN to let. long or short periods, six- 
bertb. separate kitchen, tiled with Calor gas 
stove and all conveniences, situated in delightful 
wvxsdcd country in the New Forest, swimming, 
fishing.—Apply Mrs. A. K. Whittaker. 58 First 
Avenue. Farlington. Cosham. 

SEMI . DETACHED FURNISHED HOUSE, 
vacant two yean from April: 3 bedrooms, bath¬ 
room. lounge, breakfast-room, kileben.—Apply 
after 7 p.m.. 100 Highficld Avenue. Farcham. 

DEVONSHIRE AVENUE. Furnished bedroom, 
simng-room. kitchenette: share bathroom: 42 5s. 
per week inclusive electricity; adults only—Apply 
Woods. 86 Orchard Road. Southsea. 

TWO FURNLSHED ROOMS, lounge and bed¬ 
room. use of kitchen.—46 Mafcking Road. South¬ 
sea. 

TWO UNFURNISHED ROOMS, share kileben 
and bathroom: suit naval couple, no children: 
30s. per week inclusive. — 93 Maylcs Road. 
Milton. 

FURNISHED FRONT DOUBLE BF1DROOM 

and sitting-room, me of bathroom and kitchen: 
suit couple, no children. 47s. per sreek inclusive. 
—39 Portcbcsrcr Road, near Chichester Road. 
North End. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION for naval per¬ 
sonnel. one child taken: any periods from now 
until July; clean and comfortable.—197 East- 
held Road. Mdlon. East Southsea. 

TWO FURNLSHED ROOMS, completely re¬ 
decorated. use of kitchen and balhroom: 30s. 

E r sreek plus 5a. gas and electricity.—4 Ethel 
oad. Fratton. 


HOUSES FOR SALE 

71 MAYLES ROAD. SOUTHSEA. Well main- 
tained. owner-occupied: 3 bedrooms, bathroom 
(handbasin h. A C.X 3 reception, hall, bright 
kitchen, conservatory, pleasant garden, spacious 
trorkshop 20 ft. * 6 ft.; including all Hnoa: 
vacant possession: £1.950.—Tel. 33236. or call 
after 4.30 pm. 

HIGHBURY ESTATE. Terraced house, beauti¬ 
fully decorated and completely furnished with 
new modem I urn i lure; house and furniture to¬ 
gether. £2.450.—Wnte 69 Hawthorn Crescent, 
Cosham. 

£500 OR NEAR OFFER. 2 bedrooms. 2 recep¬ 
tion, mtidera grates. Butler smk. convenient for 
shops, buses.—22 Wellington Place. Buckiand, 
Portsmouth. 

CENTRALLY SITUATED. 8-roomcd house, 
good decorative order, with 6ucd bath, long gar¬ 
den.—Apply 142 Sultan Road. Portsmouth. 

HIGHBURY ESTATE. COSHAM. Conveniently 
situated main road, well-appointed 6roomed 
bouse, modem, tiled surrounds, gas and electric 
points throughout, targe brick workshed.—Apply 
17 Edgcrtcy Gardens. Cosham. 

HOME LEA. STAKES HIIJL. WATERLOO- 
VILLE. Comfortable home. 5 bedrooms. 3 
reception. 4 smaller rooms, tunable (or estra 
bathroom-laundry room, etc.: originally Iwo 
homes: easily convertible oe ideal for elderly 
parents living separately under the same tool: 
half-acre fertile garden, greenhouse, garage: 
bus stop at door: convent school opposite: 
country aspect: £3.450—Apply above address. 
Phone WarerlooviUc 2161. 

SEVEN-ROOMED HOUSE for tale, modern 
grates, hudl-in wardrobes. £1.150.—14 Baileys 
Road. Southsea. 


DOUBLE-FRONTED detached bungalow. 2 
bedrooms, dining-room, lounge, bathroom with 
Ascot. Urge kitchen, conservatory, brick gar¬ 
age. garden front and back, fruit trees; Brat 
time offered: £2.000.-10 Hillside Crescent. 
Paultgrovc. Cosham. 

MODERN SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE. 3 bed¬ 
rooms. bathroom. 2 reception, all-night Arcs, 
conservatory, good garden, sheds and green¬ 
house. garage space. £1.750 or near oiler.—I 
Sedge!cy Grove. Elson. Gosport. 

HOUSE FOR SALE. 5 rooms and kitchen: £500. 
—Apply Reynolds. 97 Laurence Road. Southsea. 

SOUTHSEA. near Nuffield dub.—Sale, ideal 
poaition. main road residence: 10 rooms, bath¬ 
room. separate toilets, h A c. throughout: 
modem grates: small garden: well maintained; 
vacant on completion.—Call/write II Hampshire 
Terrace. Southsea. 

SIUBBINGTON (near Lee-on Solent and Col- 
lingwood. Farcham). Semi-detached bungalow 
fbuilt 1953). comprising Urge lounge. 2 bed¬ 
rooms. bathroom, kitchen (Ascot multi-point 
sink unit, dresser). Marley tiles, well-stocked 
garden front and rear tlawns, fruit bushes, etc.), 
concrete paths, garage, gravel drive, double 
gales, shed, low rales, well papered and decor¬ 
ated throughout, lino as Uid. curtains and fit¬ 
tings; £1.900.—'Write Boa ABC7. 

FOl H-ROOMED COTTAGE, electric light, 
tiled 6repUcc. fitted bath, good condition 
throughout: £450 freehold.—View evenings. 5 
John Street. Gosport. 

DENVILLES. near Havant Detached residence: 
garage. 4 bedrooms, balhroom. wt„ nicely 
punned garden with outdoor w jc.. 2 reception 
rooms, kitchen with Ease cooker and hot water: 
£3.000 or near offer.—Tel. Ilavant 495. 

BAY AND FORECOURT. 2 bedrooms. 2 recep¬ 
tion. kitchen with fitted bath: garden: £ 1.200 or 
near offer.—3 Dover Road. Copoor. 

S3 ACINCOURT ROAD. MILE END. 3 bed¬ 
rooms. 2 reception dinine-coom. kitchen with 
barb: tastefully decorated throughout: sound 
condition: vacant August. 

FOR SALE, modem b-roomed house, garage 
space, excellent condition: £ 1.59b or near offer.— 
Evenings or week-ends. *4 Chantry Road. 
Gosport. 

FREEHOLD HOUSE, forecourt, sunny corner. 
3 bedroom*. 2 reception, bathroom, kucheo: 
vacant April or May.—Apply M. S. CoitrcU. 107 
Stamshaw Road. Sumshaw. Portsmouth. 

FOR SALE—GENERAL 

BOOKS. — Inquiries welcomed for new and 
second hand hooks: all subjects.—Seafordt. 7 
Pearl Buddings. Portsmouth. 


DO YOU DESIRE HOUSE OWNERSHIP? 

Why pay excessive rent? House purchase with 
endowment assurance with reduced premiums by 
naval allotment ensure* security lor the future. 
—Write for full particulars, without obligation, 
to S. V. Norris. "Gsvenlyn." Bccchwood Avenue. 
WateriooviUc. Hants. 

WADIIAM BROS.. LIMITED 

MORRIS HOUSE. 

PALMERSTON ROAD. SOUTHSEA 
atm 

CLARENDON ROAD. SOUTHSEA 
Phone 2326 and 34356 
NUFFIELD CAR DISTRIBUTORS 
WE HAVE A CONTINUALLY CHANGING 
STOCK OF BRITISH MOTOR CORPORA¬ 
TION AND WADIIAM WARRANTY 
USED CARS FOR SALE 
Here is an example : 

1949 JOWET JAVELIN saloon. One 
owner. R exp rayed light blue. Engine 
recently overhauled New tyres. An 
eaccllent example ol this popular 

car .£4*5 

Lei us know your requirement* 
WADHAM BROS. LTD. 

Phone 2326 and 34356 


TRADE 

GOSPORT. LAWSON A COMPANY. Estate 
Agents, have tn recent years assisted a great 
number ol naval personnel lo purchase suitable 
properties in the district. Enquiries welcomed 
and personal attention given without obligation. 
Mortgages arranged rat present 95 per cent, up 
to purchase price £2.000). A selection ol modem 
houtes and bungalow* (torn approximately £1.500 
upward* available with deposits of approximately 
£73 upwards. — offices. 9 Brockhurxt Road. 
Gosport, phone 89566. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

TANGANYIKA. Power-house shills men re¬ 
quired lor Mining Company's power plant in 
Tanganyika. 2|-year contract: one month > paid 
local leave per year, (our months' paid home 
leave on completion of contract. Initial salary 
£60 per month. £65 alter six months’ satisfactory 
service; free quarters, light and water. Passages 
Paul.—Applications to: Wilkins and Dcvcreaux 
l td.. Trafalgar House. II Waterloo Place: Lon¬ 
don. S.W.l, 

THE BRIGHTON EQUITABLE CO-OPERA¬ 
TIVE SOCIETY LTD. have vacancies for cap¬ 
able men desirous ol making a career in the 
Dairy Industry, large modern mechanised plant. 
Six-slay week ol 44 hours. Commencing wage 
approximately £8 per week. Excellent conditions 
ol employment.—Apply: Dairy Manager. 23 
Hanover Crescent. Brighton. 

SOUTHERN INSTRUMENTS of Frimley Road. 
Cambertey. arc * ns unis to contact personnel 
leaving II .M. Forces with experience of elec¬ 
tronics for wiring, test, experimental or design 
work. Good rata. Sick benefit scheme. Five-day 
week.—Apply. W. P. Shead. Wotks Manager. 

COOK, male or female, resident or non-resi¬ 
dent. required for permanent post at St. 
Alba rat City Hospital <378 beds). 20 mites from 
Central London. Wages per 48-hour week: 
Male £7 8s., female £5 15s.. plus extra pay¬ 
ment for Sunday and holiday duly and to holder 
of recognised cookery diploma. Where post resi¬ 
dent. a charge of >8s. per week is made to 
male and 37s. 6d. per sreek to a female — 
Applications staling age and experience to the 
Group Catering officer, SI. Albans City Hos¬ 
pital. Normandy Road. St. Albans 

MR. AND MRS. LAMBERT require retiring 
p.o, or Raring to run small modern house—ex- 
mamervant hist retired after 30 years' service - 
excellent home for neht man: own sitiing-room: 
rood off-lime: bachelor or widower: must have 
ftrsl-class references: fire paid for interview.— 
Cols wold lodge. Motcombc Road. Brinksome 
Park. Bournemouth. Hanlx. 

SITUATIONS WANTED 

YOUNG naval couple, baby 1 year, urgently 
requite self-contained furnished or unfurnished 
fiat. Southsea. Own linen, etc.—Wnte Mr. 
Liddlc. c/o 19 Wilberforce Road. Southsea. 


H.M.S. FLEETWOOD— 

Continued from Page 10 

lo assemble our collapsible billiards 
table and cut the grass on the for'd 
lawn. (Some of us wrote letters lo our 
mothers asking them to buy us out.) 
Then, on with the roll again for four 
days and nights. The Q.Ms. got the 
sharp end of many tongue* especially 
from the Wardroom Chef who finished 
up in the coal bunker with a plate of 
pancakes wrapped round his neck, but 
they did very well for all that. The 
Leading Chef in the Ship's Company 
Galley was heard to say lo his assis¬ 
tant: "Next lime that potmess passes 
you. give it a quick stir." 

We arrived at Lisbon on 24th and 
spent five enjoyable days there, with 
sightseeing tours laid on and Iwo 
soccer matches against local teams— 
which w i lost to the tunc of 2—0 and 
8—0. Wc sailed for Portsmouth on 
March 1. arriving on 5th to be wel¬ 
comed by the Customs people, who 
were very kind to us however. So 
ended another trip for the book. 

Wc would like to take ihis oppor¬ 
tunity lo say 'Farewell' to our old 
Commanding Officer. Lieul.-Cdr. 
C. M. Stockcn. D.S.C.. and 'Hallo' to 
our new Commanding Officer, Lieut.- 
Cdr. C. E. S. Beale. 

And so from the flower-gardens of 
the Dockyard where wc now lie with 
other 'unfortunates' wc bid you a 
sailor's farewell with the information 
that our ‘Barracks' has done 12.595 
miles in the last five months sea-time 
(it's enough to make a shepherd beat 
his dog). 

P.S. I have just been handed a buff 
coloured sheet of paper headed "Draft 
Order” which informs me lhat my 
barrack time has ended and I must 
now get some sea-time in ... all comes 
lo those who wait, especially those 
who open their 'gate.' 

Count So-Vile. 


3n jWemoriam 

J. G. METCALFE, Writer, P/M 
925740, HJMLS. Daedalus. Died 
February 27, 1955. 

K. J. ELLIOTT. A.B.. P/SSX 
889829. Newcastle. Died March 
4, 1955. 

J. N. JOHNSTONE, I_S.A.(V), 
P/MX 850334, Victoria Barracks. 
Died March II, 1955. 

R. A. G. SNELLOCK, A.B., 
P/SSX 883446, R.N.B. Ports¬ 
mouth. Died March 11, 1955. 



Navy News Crossword—No. 9 


A pri/c of one guinea will be given for the first correct solution to be 
opened on April 21 

The winner of the March issue Crossword is: 

P. L. Simmons, Ch. Elec.. Elmhurst, East Hill Road, Rydc, 1.0.W. 
to whom a cheque for one guinea will be forwarded. 


THE PORTSMOUTH Command 
Field Gun Crew arc now half way- 
through their arduous training for the 
competition with the other Commands 
at the Royal Tournament. There arc 
now 50 men under training, selected 
from over 250 Volunteers from all 
branches, and ratings, in the Com¬ 
mand. From these 50 men will be pro¬ 
duced the 18 who comprise a guns 
crew, to represent Pompcy. 

Run Described 

A brief explanation of the run will 
perhaps be of interest at this stage. 
The run is representative of the kind 
of action these guns might have been 
involved in more than 50 years ago 
when they were in Naval Service. In¬ 
cidentally they did great work in the 
South African War. and earned the 
great respect of the Army. The run is 
in three separate and distinct parts; 
the Advance to the First Action, the 
Retirement to the Second Action, and 
finally the Run Home. The Advance 
has to go over the "Home" wall, cross 
a 28-fcct wide chasm, and negotiate 
the “breach" in the “enemy” wail. The 
Retirement involves coming back over 
the “enemy" wall and back across the 
chasm. Finally the Run Home involves 
bringing the gun back through the 


breach in the "Home" wall and back 
over the finishing line. 

The walls on this course arc 5 feet 
high, and the holes, or breaches, in 
them are only 4J feet by 2 feet—just 
large enough to permit the passage of 
the gun. Six men have to lift nearly 
12 cwt. of gun and carriage over the 
wall, the gun barrel alone weighing 8 
cwt. Even the wheels, which to the 
casual observer look quite light, weigh 
120 lbs. 

Devonport Record 

The fastest time on record for this 
course is 3 minutes, _21 4/5 seconds, 
set up by Devonport in 1953. In that 
time 18 men moved a ton of equip¬ 
ment over nearly 200 yards with ob¬ 
stacles—a notable feat. This obviously 
requires great strength, agility, and 
brains, and of course, a very high de¬ 
gree of training and perfect drill. The 
pace is fast, and frequently dangerous, 
and so all the men involved must think 
fast and work accurately. 

This year Portsmouth Command is 
going to show that its men can do all 
these things just that bit better than 
its opponents. Our hopes are very high 
that we will bring back to Pompcy— 
for the first time since 1949—the three 
cups for which the crews compete at 
Earls Court. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

. Pip cycles in T.T. fanag. 7, 6). 

. An extended lake is strange (5). 

. No sun-worshipper's dance <5). 

. In a race, the — is not a — himself (7). 

. Tree or its remains (3). 

. A deposit sounds as if it'* owing (3). 

. Plant with no fixed roots? 07). 

. Forerunner of the automobile era? 07). 

. Happened? <4. 3). 

. Presumably a costume from after the first 
ChrtUmas (7). 

. 30. Singly "hot" in each cate; together com¬ 
fort (6). 

. Do this to what the doctor latent to. for Die 
ambulance <3. 4). 

. Goa off 15). 

. Enough resulting from an arboreal emblem 
of Empire (5). 

. Remit of having too much fat on the range? 
15. 2. 3. 3). 


CLUES DOWN 

2. Weight of jockey without a rein (4). 

3. Poshing reporters? (5). 


Ouile a thought, and 50 more would be 
line (4). 

Football craft <4). 

. Return of colloquial cash before the soldiers 
<5). 

. The opposite of oults? (4). 

. Prepared calculator? (5. 8). 

. No surgery tie*? (anag.). It'* relative, any¬ 
way (7. 6). 

. Treble (9). 

. Fight in a boat? 13). 

. Two boy* get together. In — clothe*? (9). 

. 24. Head ol a taint is at the had ol a lady 
humbler than a saint (6). 

. Given name of a rebel (3). 

. Relatively quiet <3). 

. "Weapon that came from Persia." Xerxes 
said <3). 

. See 16. 

. Very easily consumed liquor (3). 

. 35. Hutton now starts to be easy-going (7). 

. Exceptions in waste land (5). 

. Stop right here (5). 

. Testament of a playwright? <4). 

. Painter from the Irish Parliament (4). 

. See 27. 

i. Harbour known to R.LS. <4). 































PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


HOME FLEET SPOUTS NEWS 


““““ » V " o AS THESE notes arc being written the 

SERVICES) Home Fleet is en route to Malta— 

' there to do battle on the sports fields 

THE ABOVE championships were over a period of six days in all the 
held in the Gymnasium. R.N. Bar- customary Inter-F 1 c c t matches and. 
racks. Portsmouth, on Monday, March this year on account of the General 
21. and resulted as follows: Service Commission, in addition, a 

R.A.F. beat R. Navy. 19-12; Army «r|« of Inter-Unit matches ! 
beat R. Navy 14—13. which will be r c p o r t e d in the next 

Final: R.A.F. beat Army. 16—12. ' ss J l f' ... , . 

The W.R.N.S. thus lost the Cup. pre- „ Meanwhile, the concentrated Spring 
sen ted by the Director, W.R.A.C.. c r ru,Sc ; s Ports programme has con- 
which they won last year. ,inucd as planned except that the 

7 - . \§ c r- _weather did not permit the King s Cup 

«lnrW ii. WrJn ip ii socccr final match to be played before 

X VnXrH P ?;S: leaving Gibraltar. This match, between 
Lug. Wren I orter (H.M.S. 1 embroke), Tvne/Anolln -mil Aih Frii'-ii.- ^uml 
l.de Wren Rudd (H VI IVmhrnlff. ' Apollo anJ 6M Frigate bquau- 


Mhldle —Winner. A.B. Emery, De¬ 
light; Runner-up, A.B. Woloston, 
Bermuda. 

Light-Heavy —Winner, A.B. Whistler, 
Alliance; Runner-up, A.B. Mackney, 
Scorpion. 

all of | Heavy— Winner, S.M. Oakes. Barfieur; 

Runner-up, L./Tel. Llewellyn-Joncs, 
Alliance. 

Team. —1. Bcrmuda/Alliancc, 33 
points; 2. Darings. 15 points; 3. 3rd 
D.S. 12 points; 4. 6th D.S. 9 points; 
5. Tyne/Apollo, 5 points; 6. 6th F.S., 
2 points. 

_ Whilst the Home Fleet would have 

ron. and the final Hockcytup match wished to enter a full team in the 
between Theseus and Tyne/A polio Royal Navy Boxing Championships, it 
will now be played on Saturday, is unfortunate that the Fleet does not 
March 26, on the return visit to return to its Home Ports in time to 
Gibraltar. permit this. However, arrangements 

The Home Fleet Open Boxing ha . vc been made for the following to 
Championships were held on February cnlcr ani * . l J| cl . r progress will be 
14. 15. and 16 at Gibraltar in walchcd w,lh ‘"terest. 
which over forty boxers were entered Light Welter — S.M. RatclilTe. 
in nine weights. The prizes and the Bermuda. 

Boxing Cup were presented by the Welter—Tel Bcddall. Bermuda. 
Commandcr-in-thief who. in address- ,,,. . .. 

ing the large audience from the ring Light Heavy A.B. Whistler, S/M 
afterwards, said that the standard of Alliance. 

. ... boxing was as good as any he had The Home Fleet Assault-at-Arms 

Chatham; Portsmouth (H.M.S. Col- seen since the war. There were cer- was also staged at Gibraltar. A series 

lingwoodl beat Air (H.M.S. Black- tainly some very spirited bouts and of fencing competitions were held in 

cap) 46 p o i n t s to 22 p o i n t s , at those many spectators who braved the the Army Gymnasium on February 

Portsmouth. downpour of rain on the night of the 15. 16 and 17. under Royal Tourna- 


INTER-COMMAND BASKET-BALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, 1955 


l\TER-C0MM\\» (1.22 RIFLE 
COMPETITION 


Bantam —Winner. S.M. Black. Tyne; 
Runner-up. A.B. Tough. Delight. 

l eather- Winner. S.M. Sweeney. Dar¬ 
ing; Runner-up. O. Sea. O'Leary, 
Batlleaxc; 

Light— Winner, O./Sca. Jeffrey, Ber¬ 
muda; Runner-up. P.O. Stwd. Har¬ 
ris. Battlcaxc. 

Light— Winner. S.M. Ratcliffe. Ber¬ 
muda; Runner-up. O./Sca. Towlcr, 


Result—An Command 7.850 points: 
Portsmouth Command 7.805 points: 
Nore Command 7.750 points; Ply¬ 
mouth Command 7.709 points. 

I nili v ill lull Results 


Bayonet —Winner. Lieut.-Cdr. Wlialley. 
Batlleaxc; Runner-up, Lieut. Law¬ 
rence. Bermuda. 

Team Bayonet —Winning Team. Ber¬ 
muda; Runner-up, Darings. 

At the same time, the Home Fleet 
Palme 


P.O. Jackson 399 
points; Cd.Gnr. Hill 398 points; 
Shpt. Baulf 397 points. 

The following, from the Portsmouth 
Command have been selected to shoot 
for the Royal Navy in the Inter- 
Service Small Bore Match: 

P.O. Jackson. Vernon; Shpt. Baulf. 
Newfoundland; O.A. Austin. Vernon: 
C.P.O. Crook. Victory; Lieut. Symons. 
Excellent; C.P.O. Bird. Victory; C.P.O. 
Martin. Excellent; Cd.Gnr. Hill. Ex¬ 
cellent: Lieut. Cdr. Herbert Smith. 
A.S.R.E.: Lieut. Berry. Vernon; C.P.O. 
Tribe. Excellent: Inst. Lieut. Davies. 
Vernon: 1st Off. Foster Hall. W.R.N.S. 


Trophy (Bayonet fencing) 
competition was held, being won by 
H.M.S. Bermuda whose team, together 
with the individuals above, will now 
represent the Home Fleet in the Inter- 
Command and Phase III tournaments 
shortly to be held at Portsmouth. 


Bcddall. Bcr 
u p, O./Sca 


INDIVIDUAL 
fl SERVICE 


INTER-COMMAND SQUASH 
RACKET TOURNAMENT 


Southern Counties Championships. In politan Police at Hayes in Kent, 
the Youths' race the boys from St. where, for a change, the Police beat 
Vincent gave a good account of them- the naval team by 138 points to 162 
selves but with Collingwood Apprcn- points. This match is the opposite 
ticcs on Long Week-end only four number of our Annual Dinner and 

started in the Junior race and it was Dance and the runners and several, 

not possible to close in a complete non-runners did well in the eating and 1st Nore 
team. The Seniors who had entered dancing part of the evening with ! 2nd Portsmouth 

with the idea of a ten miles training C.P.O. Barnes making his usual type ! 3rd Air 

run found that their final position was of speech in reply to the glowing tri-: 4th Plymouth 
in the first ten teams which was an butes which the Police always make 
excellent show considering the class of about our Club and its spirit, 
teams competing. P.O. Sharp and L.S. | am assuming that the Portsmouth 
Haskell in the lortics were the best and Air Command Championships arc 
performances. appearing elsewhere in this issue but 

The following week the Milocarians the excellent work of C.P.O. Barnes 
were due but so few turned up and in training his team from Whale Is- 
then mostly our own members helping land brought its just reward when they 
out that a friendly race was held with completed the 'Double' and put the 
nothing at stake. It had been earlier Spring Trophy alongside the Autumn 
decided not to enter teams in the one which they had already taken 
National Championships at Carding- from Collingwood. The mighty seem 
ton so a race was held at Dryad with to have fallen very heavily during the 
Southampton University as the visit- past few months! 
ors: it had been hoped to run a Club From now until the start of the 
Championship in conjunction with this track season the remaining races arc 
race but the nearness of the Command on the road, most of the events being 
Championships reduced the number of road relays in which the club has gen- 
members turning out: counting live a erally done quite well. We arc sorry 
side the R.N. Club managed to beat to sec that L.S. Haskell is temporarily 
the University by a margin of four crocked and it is doubtful if he will 
points with Hyman of the visiting be out running again until the track 
Club leading Sharp and Pape home. season starts. C.A.S. 


Results 

Matches (lames 
Won Won Lost 

10 37 20 


The great point about 
clothes made by Flemings 
is that each garment is 
cut to your own personal 
measures with the result 
that there is an 
individual finish and a 
fitting that is exclusive 
to yourself. The 
skill of our experienced 
craftsmen makes it so. 

Call or send for styles 
and patterns 


HOME AIR COMMAND CROSS- 
COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 


THE WIN TER Pentathlon of Sports 
between H.M.S. St. Vincent and 
H.M.S. Ganges took place on Satur¬ 
day. March 12. and the results were as 
follows: 

Rugby. —St. Vincent avenged last 
term's defeat by beating the Ganges 
1st XV by 11 points to 6. This was 
an excellent game with St. Vincent 
just managing to stave off a deter¬ 
mined second half rally by Ganges. 
I ootball .—A most exciting game 
throughout, the result being, after 
' .-m extremely hard struggle, a win 
for Ganges by goals to 3. 

Hockey. This was a very fast game 
with the speedy St. Vincent attack 


FLEMINGS 

of PORTSMOUTH 


team—tall and speedy—with which 
to beat the smaller Boys of St. Vin¬ 
cent. Nevertheless, for the first ten 
minutes St. Vincent held the Ganges 
't. After this, how¬ 


to 4 points each _ .. 

ever, the Ganges showed their 
superiority and went a h c a d—the 
final score Ganges 23 points to St. 
Vincent's 10. 

This gave the over-all result as 
Ganges 3. St. Vincent 2. 


BRANCHES AT: 

PORTSMOUTH • DEVONPORT • CHATHAM • WEYMOUTH 
DUNFERMLINE • GIBRALTAR • MALTA 


H.M.S. MERCURY — H.M.S. BLACKCAP - H.M.S. GAMECOCK 


J for. jnJ on bctuM 


Commi'icf bv (iiir jt 








